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U.S. Industrialists Appeasers Stall 
Production of Defense Weapons 





“Americanism — 
Bund and Klan Style 





The Jersey Klan at the Germa 


With nearly $18,000,000,000 in contracts drawn and ready to be let to America’s leading industrialists, more and more 


Senators are becoming increasingly irritated by unwillingness of some key manufacturers to make a single concession in the 
interests of national defense, unless assured in black and white, in advance, that their profits will be unrestricted. 

Capital is being made of this by isolationist forces of the right and left. Some administration Senators have begun 
their own investigation of the bottleneck in the defense industry and will be ready for public exposes in a few weeks. 
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n-American Bu 





nd's Camp Nordland near Andover, New Jersey. 


Klan Splits on Anti-Semitic Unity With Bund 


Partnership between the German-American Bund and Ku Klux Klan 
indicates that a schism has arisen inside the KKK over the substitution 
of anti-semitism for anti-catholicism as the organizing motif, trained 
investigators of U.S. fascist activity, told the New Leader this week. 

The Camp Nordland joint meeting held Sunday August 18 also re- 
vealed a split in the Bund over loyalty to Fritz Kuhn, now in Danne- 
mora. The August Klapproth faction—he is chairman of the Bund’s 
Eastern division—has control of the group’s apparatus, including the 


camps and the publication, ’Free American.” 


Observers believe the action taken by the Ku Klux Klan, New Jersey 
Realm, came as a surprise to Imperial Wizard James A. 
who is now worried over the effect of KKK co-operation with the dis- 


credited bund. 


The Bund considers partnership with the KKK a step in the direc- 
tion of streamlining its “Americanization” process. A week ago Klapp- 
rott ordered the cessation of “heiling” Hitler, banned the exhibition of 
the swastika, and ordered the removal of photographs of Hitler and 
swastika flags from the general assembly hall. 


Berlin wrote “God 


Young, Grand Klaiiff. 


and adults-has been stopped—and until they discovered that Irving 
Bless America” 
for the Horst Wessel song. 

The joint rally heard Charles Lindbergh cheered, war attacked, and 
saw distribution of Willkie buttons. More than 4,000 were present. 
These activities were under the guidance of Bund leaders, and Arthur 
A. Bell, New Jersey Grand Dragon, and the Reverend Dr. Edward E. 


the Bundists had substituted it 


Youn was convicted on May 27, 1933, of dis- 


orderly conduct after he was arrested on a moral charge in a New 


York subway. He is known on the police records as Milford Young, 


Colescott, 


of 294 Magnolia Ave., Jersey City. 
Colescott this w eek asked the Dies committee to investigate the 
meeting of the Jersey 


Klan with the Nazis at the Bund camp. In a 


telegram, Colescott said, “we have repeatedly insisted that Congress 


Drilling of children 











Of course President Roosevelt isn’t 


going out on a barnstorming tour with 


the enterprising but somewhat juvenile-minded Mr. Willkie. He has a job on his 
hands—a rather more exacting job than that of being “public relations counselor” 
for a group of utilities corporations. What is more, he and his cabinet members— 
notably Secretaries Hull, Knox, and Stimson—are getting results. 


The Havana Conference marks an epoch in 
international relations in this hemisphere. It 
puts a new meaning into the Monroe Doctrine, 
as widely removed from jingo imperialism as 
it is from isolationist shirking and stalling. 

The understanding with Canada carries on 
the same policy. It onens the way to whatever 
action the two countries may freely decide on 
as being advantageous to both in the face of 
the totalitarian menace. 

We may safely take Premier Churchill’s word 
for it that Britain’s offer to lease us naval and 


air bases in Newfoundland, the West Indies, 
and Guiana was made on Britain’s own initi- 
ative and that there are no strings to it. But 


it is safe to say also that 
such an offer would neve1 
have been made but for a 


growing conviction that 
the President’s policy is 
pointing toward interna- 


tional co-operation to stop 
Hitler and his allies, and 
also! that American public 
opinion is rallying to his 
support. 

The obstructionists in 
Congress—those of them, 
at any rate, who are not consciously playing the 


Chicago 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


At least four United States 
aided the American Communists to organize the 
Emergency Peace Mobilization which opens in 
Chicago Stadium on August 31. These men are 
Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota and D. Worth 
Clark of Idaho, who been announced as 
speakers;; and Senators Arthur 
Kansas and Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado, who 
have joined with a score of recognized Stalinist, 
anti-Roosevelt industrial union leaders in 
dorsing the Labor Day demonstration. 





‘Churchill 


Senators have 


have 
Capper of 


en- 


So effectively has the C.P.’s Committee to De- 
fend America by Keeping Out of War exploited 
the prestige of these men, and others like Harry 
Van Arsdale, who is anxious to appear on any 
platform to attack the anti-trust indictments of 
trade unions, that the Communists have 
ceeded in securing advance reservations of more 
than 20,000. 

Among those represented will 
National Maritime Union, which Yale 
Harrison recently linked to the Comintern; 
Mike Quill’s Transport Union; John P. Davis’ 
National Negro Congress; the American Youth 
Congress; several Hollywood “peace” fronts; 
the Ham and Eggs organization; Doctor Town- 
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dictator’s game—may well take note of this 
trend of public opinion, as reflected, for example, 
in the recent Gallup poll, which shows 62 per 
cent of the peonle favoring the speedy sale to 
Great Britain of the sixty reconditioned destroy- 
ers which our Navy can well spare and which 
the British will sorely need when Hitler starts 
to ferry an invading army across the Channel. 

To sell destroyers to England in time of war 
would be unneutral, cry the obstructionists. It 
would offend Hitler! It might justify Hitlerin 
declaring war against the United States! Are 
these gentlemen so naive as to think that Hit- 
ler will wait for a justification? Are they so 
ignorant as not to know that he starts war be- 
fore he declares it and that he is already pre- 
paring for it in this hemisphere faster than we 
are? 

They are not. They know and understand. 
A few of them wish Hitler to win, and wish to 
help him win, so that this country may join with 
Germany, Italy, Russia, and Japan in a five-way 
instead of a four-way split on world domination. 
The ruck of them are just waiting till they feel 
sure which way the cat is going to jump in 
their respective districts. The former are in- 
They must be exposed and driven 
The latter have to be prodded 


corrigible. 
into obscurity. 


‘Peace’ M 


Old Age Pensions groups, 
“neace” groups and some 4,000 religious, polit’- 
Special 


send’s some 500 


cal fraternal organizations in 35 st 
trains have been chartered in the larger cities 
to carry the Communist delegations to Chicago, 
where arrangements have been made by Abbott 


ates. 


Simon, committee secretary. 

Mr. Simon who has frequently been charged 
with Communist activity, protested to the New 
Leader this week that he was a Republican, had 
long been in Republican polities, that his people 
were Republican and had begun to worry over 
ese charges. despite his sudden affec- 
tion for the G.O.P., has long been following the 
resident of the 


+} 


Simon, 


Communist line. He was a 
White House, Mrs. Roosevelt’s personal guest, 
when he organized and directed the American 





siege of Washington last 
ime the A.Y.C. adopted a plat- 


Congress 


Youth 


Spring. At that ti 

form directly contradictory to its previous col- 
lective sec irity line, and directly paralleling the 
Comintern line. A.Y.C. delegates booed Presi- 
dent Roosevelt when he addressed them from a 


White House portico. 


In charge of arrangements here is Walter 
Neff, secretary of the New York Emergency 
Peace Mobilization committee, operating from 


881 Fourth Ave., a building which is notorious 


dissolve the Communist Party ,the German-American Bund and all 
other alien organizations. 

Although the carrying of arms is forbidden, the Nazi storm troopers 
had brass knuckles dangling from their belts, which.in themselves were 
sufficient to be used effectively in a fight. 


60 U.S. Destroyers Now 
Will Save English Democracy 


Unions Increase in 
British Colonies 


LONDON.—In sharp contrast to the general- 
ized slogans in Hyde Park of British “timperial- 
istic colonial domination” comes the Parliamen- 
tary report of 200 trade unions registered in 
British colonies, as against the few of three 
years ago. : 

Most of the new labor organizations are in 
Ceylon, Mauritius, Cyprus and the West Indies, 
several are in West Africa and some in East 
Africa. 

These trade unions actively cooperate with 
the Colonial staffs which administer the pro- 
tective laws governit.z colonial labor conditions. 

With the destruction of most of the con- 
tinental workers’ movements, the British unions 
are bearing the financial burdens of resurrecting 
these trades-union centers, Aid from the’ Na- 
tional Union of Seamen has enabled Polish sea- 
men to reconstitute their labor movement here. 
In turn, these Poles, knowing of the dangers of 
a Nazi victory, are bending every effort to help 
in the defense of Britain. 





into action before it is too late. 

The hope for organizing and training an ade- 
quate army for purely defensive and service in 
this hemisphere, and doing it in time to meet 
the danger if Britain falls, has already gone 
glimmering. Those who have sabotaged it may 
within another year have blood-guilt on a huge 
scale upon their consciences. 

Sixty more destroyers might well turn the 
balance. Let them be sent in time. A clear 
majority of Americans are for it, and more will 
be. It is one thing that can be done quickly. 
Delay is criminal, and may prove suicidal. 


Meanwhile Defense Commissioner Knud- 
sen, president of General Motors, has 
made no public move to censure Vice- 
President James D. Mooney for the lat- 
ter’s public affiliation with this country’s 
pro-Nazi appeasement bloc. This, despite 
the action taken by the Texas Oil Com- 
pany after the exposure of the Westrick- 
Rieber tie-up, forcing Rieber to resign 
his presidency. 

Industry Wants More Profits 

General Motors is a duPont subsidiary, with 
control vested directly in the Delaware family. 
Typical of the defense contracts the dwPonts 
will receive a job to produce $26,543,420 worth 
of explosives during the next few months, Gen- 
eral Motors already has millions of dollars in 
contracts for the production of autos. This has 
centered much interest in the record of past 
duPont donations—a total of $343,179 to the 
National Association of Manufacturers, the 
Liberty League, the Crusaders, and the Sen- 
tinels of America. 

Another capitulation center is the scrap iron 
industry, the lobbies of which work overtime 
to prevent the embargo of metal to Japan and 
Germany. The total value of all scrap iron and 
steel sold in 1939 was well over $600,000,000, a 
vast proportion going abroad. 

The nation was startled by tesimony be- 
fore a Senate committee this week that the 
army and navy had funds for 5,725 airplanes 
and guns for 28 destroyers but could not con- 
tract for them because manufacturers objected 
to Federal profit limitations. 

Admiral Furlong testified that the United 
States Steel Corporation was perfectly willing 
to spend $4,000,000 to build a special plant for 
the handling of naval orders, but that the 
company wanted the government to amortize 
it in five years time. 


Gov't Capitulates on 'Cost-Plus' 

While the Defense Commission has cleared 
contracts for army materials, approximating 
$315,000,000 as well as $1,412,000 of contracts 
for the navy, only a small percentage of the 
contracts “cleared” have been signed by manu- 
facturers. 

It is known that Knudsen and Stettinius have 
sought to break down the resistance of airplane 
and steel executives. The executives had taken 
the position that they would accept no contracts 
that made plant expansion necessary, not even 
on a tentative basis, until Congress repealed the 
8 per cent limitation on airplane and naval 
contracts and permit industry to write off the 
cost in five years rather than the legal period 
of fifteen years. This would permit corporate 
revenue, otherwise taxable as profits, to escape, 
while higher prices could be charged to the 
government to take care of the overhead spread 
over a five year, rather than a fifteen year 
period. The government has offered the manu- 
facturers cost-plus contracts which guarantee 
big profits. That arrangement held during the 
last war. 


Bethlehem Makes Huge Profits 


Bethlehem Steel is well on its way to repeat 
the enormous profits of the last war. President 
Grace reported to stockholders last week that 
on June 30 it had on its books unfilled orders 
for $288,000,000—a peace-time record. Since 
then $200,000,000 of additional naval orders 
have been received. 

So far, Grace revealed, Bethlehem has been 
able to handle this enormous business at a “sur- 
prisingly small outlay” for new facilities. But 
if more business is received, new equipment will 
be needed, and Grace made it clear that the 
government must put up the money or permit 
“adequate profits to compensate the stockholder 
for his investment. We do not care to spend 
stockholder’s money for that purpose,” Grace 
said. The Bethlehem contracts were let 
privately by the Navy department, without any 
on bidding, on a cost-plus ten per cent 
oasis 














‘Justice Dep’*t to | 
Start Exposes of | 
Axis Activity Here 


Special to The New Leader 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—With Gerhard West- 
rick and Dr. Friedrich Ried on their way home, 
or to new stations outside the United States, the 
State Department and the Criminal Division of 
the Justice Department intensified its drive on 
the propaganda operations of Germany, Italy, 
Russia and Japan. No probe of the activities 
of Great Britain will be made, a government 
spokesman said, since English action here does 
not threaten United States’ security. 

Documents are now being prepared by the 
Justice Department to present to the American 
people a detailed expose of Axis activity here. 
This material will be made available to news- 
papers, public libraries, schools, and directors 
of other means of reaching a wide public. At- 
torney General Robert H. Jackson’s approval is 
necessary before the department makes its find- 
ings public. 

A-drive for the establishment of a federal 
bureau of Propaganda Analysis and Control, un- 
der the direction of an unimpeachably loyal 
American, is gaining momentum. The idea orig- 
inally came from Assistant U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral.O. John Rogge, Justice Department Crim- 
inal Division chief, 

Publication of these documents will be the 
first step in the direction of government coun- 
ter-action against and control of foreign prop- 
aganda here. One of the earliest results of this 
activity is the discovery of FBI agents that the 
Firm of Deutscher Handels und Wirtschafts- 
dienst, at 17 Battery Place, is the New York 
headquarters of the German Gestapo. 

The Federal probe disclosed the fact that the 
Gestapo staff, which used the travel agency as 
a front, had been engaged in a three-year feud 
with Dr. Hans Borchers, German Consul Gen- 
eral ,which culminated in the June 20th bomb- 
ing of the so-called travel and foreign exchange 
agency. 

The crux of the conflict was the antagonism 
of a diplomat, schooled under the stiff Prussian 
ethics of Bismarck, to the agents of Himmler’s 
hated secret police. 

Jochem Freiherr van Wimmersperg and 
Ernest O. Hopf in 1933, the year that Hitler 
came into power, entered into a partnership, 
and formed the Yorkville Kanzlei, which still 
conducts its affairs as a travel agency. 

These partners, in 1938, formed the new cor- 
poration known as the Deutscher Handels und 
Wirtschaftsdienst. At the same time, Borcher 
received orders from the Home Office to give 
the new firm space adjoining the consulate, and 
to give it preference in the consulate’s travel 
business. 

The German Library of Information which 
also occupies offices adjacent to the German 
consulate, has long been a center of Nazi fifth 
column activities in this country. Although Dr. 
Mathias Schmitz, director of the librany, denied 
that the library is any different from the French 
and British information libraries in this country 
in prominent displaying and distributing of 
pamphlets dealing with Germany and present- 
ing the German point of view in the present 
European conflict, it is reported that the library 
will close its doors as a result of investigation 
by Attorney-General Robert H. Jackson. 

The Library maintains a large mailing list, 
part of the steady stream of Nazi propaganda 
circulating by direct mail routes, among Ger- 
men-Americans in this country, for which the 
United States Post Office receives no money. 

Under the International Postal Union Agree- 
ments, only the country which stamps the mail 
receives any recompense for distribution. Thus 
Germany has its propaganda delivered free in 
the United States by the simple device of print- 
ing postage stamps. 

The Propaganda Ministry in Germany has a 
Master mailing list of all Germans living in this 
country, and also the names of their relatives 
in the Fatherland. Hardly a day goes by that 
contact with Germany is not established in this 
fashion. 

The literature disseminated consists of typical 
Nazi villification of the American system of 
government, of President Roosevelt, the “inter- 
national Jewish bankers,” the American press 
and so on. Many of the pamphlets are illustrated 
by repulsively obscene pictures. 








Chicago SDF Calls Conference 
For Roosevelt Support 

CHICACO, Aug. 22.—The local S.D.F> has 
taken the lead in calling a conference, to be held 
on Sept. 10 in the Morrison Hotel, to organize 
a people’s committee to work for the Roosevelt- 
Wallace ticket. Many labor organizations and 
workingmen’s fraternal societies will participate. 


ilization Is Part of Axis War Front 


for the 
housed. 


number of Communist fronts it has 
One of these the recently dis- 
mantled American League for Peace and Democ- 


was 


racy. Mr. Neff is employed by the Psychology 
department of the City College. He has been 


active in organizing the Psychologist’s League, 
which is known in the university field as a fel- 
low-travelling apparatus for recruiting support 
among academic and research psychologists. The 
League has marched in Communist May Day 
parades and other Party demonstrations. Neff 
was a League officer and an editor of the Psy- 
chologist’s League Journal. He is legislative re- 
presentative of Local 537, of the College Teach- 
ers Union, well known for its Stalinite domina- 
tion. 

Among other sponsors and speakers are Mike 
Quin of San Francisco, author of the pamphlet 


and slogan “The Yanks Aren’t Coming”; Pro- 
fessor Franz Boas, who has been on literally 
scores of Committees with a Stalinite base; 


Joseph Curran, Theodore Dreiser, Julius Ems- 
pak, communist whip of the United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers, C.I.0.; Abram 
Flaxer, Stalinite president of the State, County 
and Municipal Workers of America; Kenneth 
Leslie, editor of the controlled Protestant Di- 
gest; Congressman Vito Marcantonio, commun- 





ist-fascist Representative; Jack McMichael, of 
the American Youth Congress; Michael Quill; 
George Seldes, who was a good newspaperman 
before following the Party Line; Morris Wat- 
son, Communist Vice-President of the American 
Newspaper Guild; Max Yergan, chairman of 
the National Negro Congress. 

Paul Robeson, admittedly pro-Soviet, will 
open the demonstration by singing the Ballad 
for Americans, by Earl Robin- 
son’s American People’s Chorus, official chorus 
of the International Workers Order, an official 
Comintern affiliate. 

Largest delegation at the demonstration will 
be that of the National Maritime Union which 
will dispatch and pay for some 600 men. More 
than 100 will come from New York City; while 
one or delegates from 150 ships will ac- 
company those from 20 Atlantic and Gulf ports. 
This also indicates the strength of the commu- 
nist control in the maritime industry. In addi- 
tion every Communist union in the C.I.0. has 
sent, lelegates at its own expense, to 
help fill the vast Chicago Stadium. 

The Committee to Defend America by Keep- 
ing Out of War an outgrowth of the Emer- 
gency Peace Mobilization groups which were 
set up at the “Peoples Rally for Peace” in 


accompanied 


more 


several 











Randall’s Island on August 21. The Randall’s 
Island Rally was organized by the Communist 
Party—it featured Vito Marcantonio—as the 
climax to a supposed ‘ mushroom- 
ing of peace throughout the 
City. Investigation that 90 per cent of 
these “Brooklyn Peace Forums,” Mothers Day 
Island Peace 
old American 
Democracy nuclei in a 


spontaneous” 
local committees 
proved 
Committee for Peace, Coney 
Groups,” 


League 


etc., 


for 


were really the 
Peace and 








new guise. These had been organized around 
the “Yanks Arer Coming” slogan which, ac- 
cording to the Press, and Herbert 
Harris in Newsweek, had originated in Moscow. 


The August 31 mobilization was also given 
the illusion of spontaneity when it “originated” 
in a resolution passed on June 5 by the Ameri- 
can Youth Congress. The Labor Day meeting 
is intended to do the same for national 
“peace” front that the Randall’s Island demons- 
tration did for the New York city local units. 
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N.Y. State AFL Endorses Roosevelt, 
Calls for Defense of Social Gains 


NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 





Special to THE NEW LEADER 


Endorsement of President Roosevelt for re-election, con- 


tinued approval of the New Deal, and repeated declarations that organized labor would 
fight uncompromisingly for the defense of the nation and the protection of its social 
gains marked the convention of the New York State Federation of Labor in session here 


this week. 


The resolution endorsing the Roosevelt and Wallace ticket was carried Wednesday 


evening, after earnest 


discussion, 


with but one _ vote 


Negro Lynching Spurs 
Drive for Gov’t Action 


A renewed drive by the Nat’] Assn. for the Advancement 
of Colored Peoples and other Negro organizations to pass 
the Federal Anti-Lynching bill at this session of Congress 
gained momentum as-the publicity spotlight turned on the 


fifth lynching of the year. 


The victim was a 17-year-old Negro farm worker, Jesse 
Thornton, whose vulture-picked body was fished out of the 
Pataylagga river near Luverne, Alabama, a typical South- 
ern town in the heart of a farming district. 

Thornton, the manager of a chicken farm, was regarded 
as a reliable church-goer, an inhabitant of the community 


for five years. On June 22, the 
young farmer went to a Negro 
barber shop. near the 


Standing 


shop and talking with some 
friends, he remarked about an 
approaching white man: “Here 
comes Doris Rhodes, boys.” 


Rhodes, a police officer, heard the 
remark and in an ugly manne! 
snarled: “What did you say?” 
The Negro not realizing he had 
been overheard, said that he re- 
ferred to “Mr. Rhodes.” The offi- 
cer, using an epithet, accused him 
of having left off the “Mr.” 





Thornton became incensed, and 
answered: “fT did say Doris 
Rhodes.” Rhodes knocked him 


down with hi arrested 


him, and marched him off to jail. 


blackjack, 


Near the jail Thornton tried to 
break away, but was stoned by a 
white mob gathered from among 
the sidewalk loungers. As he 
made a second attempt to escape 
from the officer, a buddy of 
Rhodes, Noland Ellis, the leadei 
of the ling, jeering 
mob, fired five 

Thornton kept going however, 
running about three quarters of 
a mile into a field before he fell, 
weak from the loss of blood. As 
the mob gained, the fear-crazed 
boy tried to get up, but finally 
collapsed 


rapidly swe 


shots at him. 


from sheer exhaustion 


and the howling crowd grabbed 





him. 
In a small truck they brought 


him to a swamp, and dragged him 


out. Shortly after, shots were 
heard. The hoodlums appeared 
from out of the wooded section 


near the swamp. Jesse Thorton 
did not come out. The whole af- 
fair took 25 minutes. 


A week later a Negro fishing 





ne the river seared up a drove 
f cultures and buzzards and 
came on the gruesome spectacle 
of a half-devoured body. His re- 


port to the city officials merely 
Jed to a small press item that an 
unidentified” Negro had _ been 
Town authorities ordered 


some Negro prisoners who were 





on the road to make a 


box, and took them to the scene 
where Thornton’s half-decomposed 
body lay. TI j 


kat +} } 
casket, the boc 


crude 
n to the 
cemetery Thornton 
uried without even the no- 
wife. 


found 





*n, in the 
Was lz 
where 









tification of his terrorized 

N.A.A.C.P. investigators 
that the Negroes of the town are 
too intimidated to talk, and the 
whites are protect 
their townsmen. Some persons are 


anxious to 


known to be opposed to the crime, 
but they are 
are silent 


outnumbered and 
about the outcome of 
what started out to be a “little 


spree. 


in 
delegates abstained from voting, 


opposition. A number of 
but the majority was so over- 
whelming that no one ventured 
to ask for a count. 

The opposition came _ princi- 
pally from building trades dele- 
gates, who expressed the fear 
that endorsement of Mr. Roose- 
velt would be understood by the 
public as condoning the prosecu- 
tion of unions under anti-trust 
laws, which is being directed by 
Assistant Attorney-General Thur- 
man Arnold and which Harry Van 
Arsdale of the Electrical Work- 
ers denounced as a threat to the 
very existence of trade unionism. 
Thomas J. Lyons, president of 
the federation, speaking from the 
chair, declared that while favor- 
ing the re-election of Roosevelt 
organized labor will unitedly con- 
demn and combat this policy of 
the Department of Justice. 

Attended by nearly 900 dele- 
gates speaking for 1,250,000 trade 
unionists—the largest single unit 
in the A. F. of L.—the convention 
Was an inspiring milestone in the 
history of organized labor in 
America. 

Perhaps never before has Amer- 
ican labor spoken with the deter- 
mination, militancy, and profound 
understanding of the problems of 
the nation and the world as at 
this convention. 

This was well exemplified among 
other things in the keynote speech 
of President Lyons, the address 
of William Green, and the pre- 
sentation of vital issues confront- 
ing labor made by George Meany, 
secretary of the A. F. of L. It 
was further emphasized in the 
addresses of guest speakers, who 
helped lift the discussion of vital 
problems of labor and national 
defense to the level required by 
the seriousness of the moment 
and the temper of labor’s or- 
ganized. hosts. 

An impressive note of interna- 
tional solidarity was struck by 
Mr. Green and Mr. Lyons, both 
of whom stressed the point that 
the problems confronting labor 

(Continued on Page Six) 





U.S. Seeks 1,500,000 Regular 
Army for Hemispheric Defense 


By GEORGE SHORT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Although this nation’s military command envisages the need 
for an army of 4,000,000 men to adequately protect both continents of the western hemi- 
sphere, the total peace-time force to be trained will not reach more than 1,200,000. These 


soldiers will not be adequately trained for more than 


worth bill is signed by President Roosevelt. 

U. S. military estimates of 4,000,000 needed soldiers are based on the strong possi- 
bility of a British defeat in the battle for the Islands, which would leave this country iso- 
5,000,000 German, 2,000,000 Japanese, 3,000,000 Italian and 


lated, faced by a minimum of 


an unknown number of millions 
of Russian armed and well trained 
men. And there are _ sufficient 
shipping facilities for trans 
tion. To meet these threats the 
War department relieves 
United Stat 1 
of 1,200,000 to 
instant service. 
A peace time 
of 400,000 will pr 
reached 
licity 
secure volunteers w 


porta- 





after an en 















1,500,000 ready for 


campaign designed to 





main in the force for several 

us TI section will be so 
orewar d, that 100,000 new men 
could be ac 1a week if neces- 
a . 

Military strategists explain that 
100,000 such men would be as 
neffective a force for our defense 


the present army. If the 
passes in Sep- 

command will 
n in uniform by 
1941. Of this 


4 
tember, 
ive 900.000 m 


force 
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The Klan and the Bund met in natural, fraternal harmony 


this week in New Jersey. 


18 months after the 


Burke-Wads- 





300,000 will be army regulars, 
220,000 guardsmen and reservists, 
and 388,000 draftees. According 
ti this estimate, only one of 30 
egistrants would be called for 
training. By July 1, 1941 another 
600,000 would be in training. This 
force is regarded as the minimum 
necessitated by the European war. 


As the U.S.A. creates this armed 
force at least 100,000 men will be 
garrisoning outposts in Alaska, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Philip- 
pines and the Canal Zone, An- 
ther 50,000 men are considered 

minimum for harbor defense to 
protect naval and airplane bases 
on American shores. Because of 
e importance of aircraft in de- 
the army must now have 
force of 150,000. To back 


ip these far flung garrisons the 


department reveals the need 
1] 


well trained force of 800,000 





ready for immedi mobilization 
transport to any tl reatened 
c vester he nisphere. 


would like 


300,000 


tion the army 


i National Guard some 


ge, bringin the potential 


hting force of the 
tant 1,500,000, 


nation to a 
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~ C. P. Controls Midwest Political “Peace”’ 


Parties 


Backs Ex-Gov. Benson and 
Anti-Ally Farmer Labor State 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—Although the Communist 


Party 


failed to make the ballot in Minnesota it has a big stake in 
this state’s September 10 primaries this year. It is back- 
ing the nominations of Elmer Benson, former governor, and 
a long string of Farmer-Labor candidates in an effort to 
‘apture the primary poll, elect its candidates and run the 
F.-L. party from behind the scenes. 


This campaign parallels a score of others in 
states where alleged “progressives,” 


Communist front organizations 
fight pro-Ally candidates, smear- 
ing them as “War-mongers.” The 
political situation in this part of 
the country looks good to local 
commissars, especially since ‘the 
LaFollettes are stumping through- 


out the — sectors haranguing 
against “meddling in Europe’s 
mess.” Senator Norris enjoys 


widespread influence in Minnesota 
and surrounding states and his 
fight against conscription is being 
puffed into anti-Roosevelt, anti- 
Ally, “pro-peace” propaganda by 
the many fellow travelers here. 

When Elmer Benson filed for 
the U.S. Senate last week, his 
public statement called for “a 
thorough-going peace program.” 
It is reported here that he is sup- 
porting the Chicago Peace Mobil- 
ization organized by the Com- 
munist Party. Running with 
Benson in the Minnesota primar- 
ies are Charles Egley, leader of 
the Stalinite dominated Farmers- 
Union, who seeks the Governor- 
ship; John T. Bernard, who filed 
for Congress on the F.L, ticket 
(Bernard will be remembered as 
one of the first Congressmen to 
front for the party during the 
Spanish Civil war days). His 
statement was lifted out of the 
local C.P.’s dictum—his platform 
being based on “opposition to the 
United States’ involvement in im- 
perialist war.” 

Another attempt to capture a 
F.-L. Congressional nomination is 
being made by Chester Watson, 
stooge state president of the Min- 
nesota Workers Alliance. He runs 
in the district about St. Paul. 

Senator Shipstead, formely a 
Farmer-Laborite has filed as a 
candidate for re-election in the 
Republican primaries. He has 
consistently voted against the 
New Deal laws. Benson is run- 
ning against - Georg Lommen, 
Farmer-Laborite attorney. Op- 
posed to Egley for the guberna- 
torial post is Hjalmar Peterson. 

The LaFollettes keep their 
party skirts clear of the Com- 
munist “peace” mobilizations, but 
many of their supporters also 
back the ‘C.P. fronts. Many Stal- 
inites have seeped into the LaFol- 
lettes’ Young Progressives and 
the Farm-Union Juniors and are 
exploiting the brothers’ vote-get- 
ting peace campaign. Observers 
here are much perturbed by the 
almost fascist cross in 
circle Progressive symbol. 

Over in Montana campaign in- 





looking 


nearby 
supported by many 


, 









terest is centered on Jeannette 
tankin and Jerry O’Connell, both 
running for Congress. They too 
are exploiting isolationist senti- 
ment, Miss Rankin more honestly 
than O’Connell who is tying up 
with the Chicago “peace” rally. 
She recently defeated anti-semitic 
Jacob Thorkelson for the Republi- 
can nomination. The avowed 
fascist went to Congress two 
years ago by defeating O’Connell, 
whose prominence in 1988 had. be- 
> me mS pe 


Elmer Benson 


eun to threaten Senator Wheeler’s 
long lived hold on Montana 
politics. 

O’Connell has just received a 
letter from Abbott Simon, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Stalinite 
Committee to Defend America by 
Keeping Out of War 
tine”? that the congressional can- 
didate head the “mobilization” 
movement in Montana. 
letter to O’Connell was featured 
in the latter’s tabloid indicating 
co-operation between him and the 
Communist Party despite O’Con- 
nell’s attempt to win votes by 
hanging on to the New Deal. 
in part “ 


“ sugges- 


1: ’ 
Simons 


Simon’s letter says 
those of us who want to stay at 
peace remember the _— splendid 
leadership which you gave to the 
Progressive movement in Wash- 
ington.” Simon referred to O’Con- 
nell’s co-operation with the Amer- 
ican League for Peace and 
Democracy, the International 
Workers Order and a 
Communist fronts set up during 
the Spanish civil war. O’Connell 
went to Spain as a guest of these 
Stalinite organizations, 


score of 


GOP-CP in Open Fusion 
To Defeat New Deal 


By BILL ROBERTS 
New evidence of C.1.0.-Communist plans to keep New 
York State’s 47 electoral votes out of the New Deal column 
was seen by political observers this week,-in the open fusion 
between the Stalinites and the G.O.P., not only in several of 


this city’s counties but throughout 


the state where the 


Watson committee endorsed all but four Republican candi- 
dates. Many of those Willkie men backed by the committee 
to rebuild the A.L.P. have been consistent opponents of such 
New Deal legislation as old-age pensions, wages and hour 


laws, and the child labor amend- 
ment. 

Where “rebuilder” candidates 
are running in opposition to 
Republican nominees, they have 
GOP support, given in the hope 
that votes will be drawn from the 
democrats. GOP strategists are 
counting on those CIO leaders 
who have been nominated—man)\ 
are from the Newspaper Guild, 
the National Maritime Union, and 
the Transport Workers—to split 
the labor vote and 
Republicans. How this operates 
can be seen in the 17th Congres- 
sional District Morris 
Watson, communist  vice-presi- 
dent of the controlled Newspaper 
Guild, Bruce’ Barton. 
Watson can only draw votes from 
the New Dealer opposing Barton, 
thus assuring reelection for the 
advertising executive. 


carry the 
where 


opposes 


In addition to those the Com- 
munist section of the A.L.P. en- 
dorsed last week, it later officially 
announced support of Robert J. 
Crews, twin brother of Johnny 

R political boss 


Crews, Republican 
of Brooklyn, whose tie-ups with 














conservative and anti-labor circles 
are common gossip. 

Regulai A.L.P. officials have 
selected the Hotel Marin in Utica 
for the September 7 State Com- 
mittee session to name national 
candidates. A | slate of presi- 
dential! elector l] be selec ed. 
These will probably parallel those 
of the Democrat o avoid any 
lo of for Roosevelt and 
Wallac Thi will be the first 
time t ..L.P. met outsicde 
« New \ } The Communist 
will ch: ge th naming of 
Roosevelt ectors, but are out- 
numbered n the. new tate com 
mittee elected in the April second 


primaries, 








Of further national importance 
are the S« ptembc r 17 
which will 
candidates, but the 


primaries, 
only State 
A.L.P. en- 
Mead as 
plans 


decide not 


dorsement of Senator 
well. The Watson 
to knife the Senator’s campaign 
for re-election if it 
regular 


group 


defeats the 


A.L.P. slate in Septem- 
ber. The State office, under ex- 
ecutive director Eli Oliver has 
announced its support of Mead, 
the Watson group has been work- 
ing behind the scenes with the 
Republicans criticising Mead for 


his support of the national de- 


fense program, and the Rebuild- 


or corey 





NEW SECRETARY OF 
AGRICULTURE 
Claude R. Wickard, of Cam- 
den, Indiana, who served as 
Henry Wallace's assistant, 
was promoted this week fo 
his former chief's post, when 
the latter resigned to make 
the vice-presidency race. 
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cooks and Writers 


By Elias 





Tartak 


“Darkest Russia’— A Comedy 


Fre younger generation of readers will not remember a musieal 


comedy, popular in the nineties and up to 1914. 
Some of our older readers are sure to recall 
This column caught “Darkest Russia” 
The memory of the masterpiece is a 


“Darkest Russia.” 
this gem of light comedy. 
just by a squeeze, in 1914. 


It was called 


bit vague, but this columnist remembers the peculiar enjoyment 


derived from the crazy thing. 
mistake! 
* * 


Bombs and "Nihilists" 


It was “Darkest 


Russia’ —and no 


y bw columnist has not forgotten the thrill of beholding a num- 
t 


ver of Russian “nihilists” 


bewhiskered, bebloused and befure 


on the stage. 
apped in the best Russian sty!?e. 


They were ferociously 


Each carried his two bombs, ready to hurl them at the least, or 


without any, provocation. 
“clean cut boy,’ who 


saved the 


And, of course, there was an American 


young and beautiful Russian 


princess from somebody’s foul clutches, whether from the nihilists 
or the corrupt police—this columnist remembers not. But it was 


a delight to behold the musical comedy Babbit’s 


idea of Russia around 1900. 


Crosseyed History 


HE reading of L. P. Kirby’s book* brought 
back the pleasures of “Darkest 
The reviewer does not 
know Mr. Kirby from Herodotus or Gibbon, but 
is it possible that Mr. Kirby, as a young man, 


the columnist’s mind. 


shall we say, could have written 
lyrics for “Darkest Russia”? 


Russia” to 





Elias Tartak 


the text and 


For there are amazing coincidences in viewpoint and insight 
into Russian life between “The Russian Revolution” and the earlier 


masterpiece. 


By this tim6@, the reader has guessed that this column cannot 


seriously discuss Mr. Kirby’s heavy volume. 


It is a combination 


of sloppiness, misunderstanding and misinformation, rare to find 


in any province of pseudo-scholarship and pseudo-literature. 


very misspellings are classical. 


The 


Thus, Mr. Kirby speaks of “progroms” against the Jews, and 
of the “Boar War.” Instances could be multiplied. The whole book 


is a classic of credulity, garrulity 


as myopic as its conclusions are cross-eyed. 
ponderousness of the true dullard. It 


stages of dotage. 
+ mi 
The "Tolerant Czar" 
T WOULD be futile to reproach 


analysis of Russia’s entangled social, economic and 


and dullness. Its premises are 
And it has the pontific 
is aneedotage in the last 


Mr. Kirby’s book for its lack of 
political 


problems before 1914, for the absence of any coherent account of 


the various political groupings, of 
To demand such things would mean taking Mr. 


intellectual past. 


Kirby’s book at least half-seriously. 


their aspirations, programs and 


It would be like reproaching 


a public schoo! boy for his ignorance of differential calculus. 


But Mr. Kirby knows a lot. 


sinister part in the Russian revolution. 
restrictions imposed upon them; blaming and hating 
his tolerance that enabled them to re- 


because of 
the Czar, although it wa 
main in Russia” 


(italics are the column’s). 


He knows that the Jews played a 


That the “Jews were bitter 


He also knows that 


“The Czar was blamed for progroms (sic!), although such out- 


breaks came about suddenly and without premeditation 
Nor is it conceated from Mr. Kirby’s keen eye 
sh intelligence; a greater force 


italics are ours.) 
that “Lenin had the aid of Jewi 
than Slavic violence.” 


...” (Again, 


Mr. Kirby’s sources of information are amazing, if a trifle in- 
correct on the score of “without premeditation.” But this is how 


zoes on for over 650 pages, 


with childish 


ramblings about the 


“tolerant” Czar, about Rasputin, Kerensky, Lenin, Trotzky, Stalin, 


Zinoviev and others. 
spurious sources of information. 


Mr. Kirby’s virginal ignorance 


history fully qualifies him for the 
Russian Revolution.” 
* * 


Don't Miss It! 


Our author has the true gossiper’s taste for 


of Russia’s social and cultural 
task of writing a book on “The 


ve left under the impression that 


y ee reader must not, however, | 
the above is meant to dissuade him from reading Mr. Kirby’s 


The contrary is true. 
pardon the error—‘The 


book. 


You 


Russian Revolution.” 


must read “Darkest Russia”— 


If the reader knows anything about Russia’s history, Mr. Kirby’s 
tome will be enjoyed as a perfect though unconscious caricature 


on tha true history of the Russian revolution. 


His verbiage, his 


soporific gravity, his inconsequential chatter—shouldn’t be missed. 
Nowadays, we need all the laughs we can lay our hands upon. 
But, in order properly to enjoy “The Russian Revglution,” the 


reader is advised to read first a 


few good books on the subject. 


Platonov’s or Pares’s “History of Russia,” and then—W. H. Cham- 


berlin’s careful and conscientious 
tion.” Then- 

After these, the reader is 
the tragedy—the farce. 


“History of the 


Souvarine’s “Stalin. 
prepared for Mr. Kirby’s book; after 


tussian Revolu- 


THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, by Lewis Paul Kirby; Meador 
Publishing Co.; Boston, 1940; $2.50. 





. 


ers will campaign against him, 
should they lose the primaries 
and their chance to name a man 
igainst Mead who could draw off 
Democratic votes. 

Interest is centered on the 20th 
congressional district in New 
York City Vito Marcan- 
tonio is running with Republican, 
Communist and Italian 
support. His campaign in this 
predominantly Italian district is 
based on “peace”; his supporters 
handling it to that the 
incumbent congressman is a friend 
of belligerent Italy. Marcantonio 
has filed for the nomination of 
the Democrats as well as the 
G.O.P. and the A.L.P. He is op- 
posed by James J. Lanzetta whom 
he beat two years ago. The 
American Labor Party candidate 


where 


Fascist 


appear 


for the nomination is Joseph Pis- 
citello, supported by the A.L.P. 
state office. 

Luigi Antonini, State Chair- 
man of the American Labor 


Party, last week issued a strong 






statement supporting him. Mr. 
Antonini’s statement was made 
in reply to a challenge from 
Eugene P. Connolly, leader of the 


Communist dominated left-wing 


group, who is supporting Mar- 
! ) ) 
“Support Piscitello in the 
American Labor Party column, 


not Marcantonio in the Fifth 





Column,” Antonini urged Labor 
Party voters. 
Mr. Antonini’s statement fol- 
VS: o 
‘We are supporting a loyal 
1 progressive American, Joseph 
P tello, whosé nomination foi 
Co ( VC ri e) ely ing 
’ the Central Commit 
( New Y« County, loy: 
to St organization o he 
American Labor party. 
“As district manager for the 
Harlem office of the Dress Jeint 


Board and as a member of Local 


89 of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union, Mr. 
Piscitello has established himself 
as a trusted and efficient trade 
union leader. I am glad that a 
union man of such standing will 
have the opportunity to challenge 
Mr. Marcantonio, whose Con. 
gressional record makes him to- 
tally unfit to represent the Amer- 
ican Labor party in Washington. 

“As a stooge of the Communist 
party, Mr, Marcantonio was and 
still is identified with every sort 
of Communist front organization. 
As a member of Congress he has 
opposed important measures ur- 
gently needed to strengthen the 
defense of the United States, 
measures which won the non-par- 
tisan and overwhelming approval 
of other Congressmen, regardless 
of party lines. 

“True to the Hitler-Stalin pact, 
Marcantonio by his actions has 
won the support of the Italian 
fascist elements in Harlem, with 
whom he and his communist bud- 
dies now march hand-in-hand. 

“I hope that every person re- 
gistered in the American Labor 
party in the Twentieth Congres- 
sional District will turn out on 
primary day, Septembr 17, and 
vote for Joseph Piscitello in the 
American Labor party column, 
and not Marcantonio in the Fifth 
Column. By doing this the voters 
of Harlem will give their best 
answer to Marcantonio and his 

arms in the Fifth 
Column, Eugene Connolly.” 


comrade in 
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By Charles Edward Russell Hitler's Economic Plan for Post- War Heard on CH Yel oft } 


The News Reel! Lurope Impels Drive on America 


By VICTOR RIESEL 
CRUPULOUSLY exact as to day and hour, Herr Hitler staged By WILLI SCHLAMM 


































































































































































his big show as advertised and achieved an instantaneous If Hitler does not succesd in bringing the New World into the orbit of his influence the O' ; = _ wget epoens oe gh Hien A “4 Faron Anse 
success—in his own country. The German critics agreed that it conquest of Europe would be senseless. His drive for the contro! of America is not just a eer ieee ‘U. soe oe peg eal cmnphag oh wang res ae 
I was his masterpiece in his peculiar line of art, but one must admit megalomaniac’s whim but the inevitable consequence of Europe’s totalitarian unification. <. iter tie grate We aeéats thet te GPU. had 2 
| that its reception by the people it was most designed to impress Our modern world is a unit. When the traditional common principle of this unity— — meet—and Jackson-Van Der Dreschd was to meet it w 
a oe yp ete ag ee ee Se Sane, the more or less free exchange of goods on the basis of a more or less common aim of all knife or revolver, but the job was to be done. 
sf 6 me © Geet specyne Hie Fueiver Ase ape 2 Some civilization—is exploded in a re- ' If he failed, the Mexican Stalinites, under Lombardo Tole- 


« airplanes dropping bombs along the countryside and in the Thames 
and fields and so on, but it appears that the yokels it was intended 
to awe received it with jeers. 

Many hits were recorded otherwise than in cabbage patches. 


volutionary manner, the attempt 
to reconstruct this unity on the 


‘4 a ‘i = : 4 3 Sie dano, were set to make “official” demands that Trotsky be de- 
: ported. With Cardenas out, Almazan threatening, the new 
president Camacho must have the moral, political and military 





basis of a new principle of or- 





sf ‘ ° ° 1 1 " a * » ° , . - 
i i A building was destroyed at Southampton, one at Surbiton, one ganization is undertaken as the support of the Confederation of Mexican Workers (CTM), who 
ii at Nuneaton, one at Stoke Newington, at East Banbury and at result of a compulsory trend. are drilled and commissared by Soviet agents well known to 
Lumtum-by-the-sea. But what did the incomprehensible people Even if Hitler were not poss- the Mexican police. At a July 24 meeting of the ¢ iM, Tole 
5 inhabiting these places? Instead of sprinting to the nearest flug sessed by the dream of world dano, acting under orders, steamrollered through a drive to 
4 pole to raise the white signal of surrender and then falling upon dominion (as he very definitely “link Leon Trotsky with the rest of Mexican reaction.” The 
thir knees to ask for terms, they waited until the dust and smoke is) he could not escape the rM then called for Federal action nag age yen 
% had blown away and then began to dig out the ruins and prepare dilemma. Either it is possible to ing deportation. This would have taken rots! } from enin 
to’ rebuild bring America into the new to- the machine-gun guarded fortress which was his villa, and put 
$ What can you do with people like that, impervieus to the talitarian scheme of the world— him aboard a ship which inevitably would have had its C.I 
. ToaAT Tr «4 . ha alitaris sadifice aay “o 
“ reason of bombs, unable to grasp the supreme logic of T.N.T.? or the totalitarian edifice of Eu- cell. ; sick _ 
No wonder Manager Hitler seems disappointed in his pious rope must collapse. And placed We can now look forward to Harry Block's alibiography of 


the “Trotsky incident” in the Nation. 


* * * 


before such a dilemma it is im- 
possible to imagine Hitler choos- 
ing the defeatist attitude of re- 
signation. 


effort to instruct them while the Italian press, once jubilant 
at the prospect of swift retribution upon the stiff-necked now 
warns its readers to expect only a long hard struggle against 
stubborn malefactors. 


ORE than 500 daily papers from Governors Island to the San 
If Hitler’ ee ld Diego Naval Base will soon be part of a national promotion 
ee itiers war should come to : : : 2m ‘ourar lunt , meant 1 

: ‘ e campaign, costing $50,000, to encourage voluntary ment ip 

Hitler's Bombs = -_ during 1940 it will have President Roosevelt and MacKenzie King, premier of the U.S. Army. Publicity and strategy will be the hands of 

Fall Flat cost the European continent about Canada, who this week announced a defense project to N. W. Ayer of Philadelphia, one of the country’s largest advertis- 

200 billion dollars (a rather con- be carried out jointly by the two nations. ing agencies. 

servative estimate). These 200 — ae r : : * * 

Wi POS Ries , raw materials, the food stuffs, ial productic fF any kind. By , 

billion dollars have not been de- a Bir steer Pana od : Pee sony ees yn of any kind. B; INISHING touches are being applied to their underground 

stroyed by fictitious financial the machinery imported into Eu- and large, these products can * by the C tist chiefs. Sale of the Daily Worker 

maneuvers, but the wealth it ope to the tune of dozens of bil- only be had from the New World. apparatus by the Communist chiefs. Sale of the Dally ) 








N this dilemma possibly recourse to the statistician might prove 

consolatory to the distressed Fascist mind. At the rate of 
sixteen houses blown up every night, it is demonstrable that 
eventually Herr Hitler’s dream of a destroyed England would 
































- : : : ; : tae : ane @ ka. c03l P thie ress Jow all party members wit 
come true, provided the dull, obtuse natives could be induced not represents has actually demol lions of dollars, that continent But if Europe becomes totali- Came at the tail end of this process. Now all party member: ry 
¥ . ; Ss Ne actually - : , ; in feder: state and 7 icipal sts have been instructe 
{ to rebuild what was destroyed. But the unpleasant fact about this ished: by direct military actions, COUld never have survived even tarian all the traditional trade jobs in federal, state and municipal posts have been in » pedals “0 

: . Ss > a aly ¢ Ds . ner - ts ‘ sstpov ¢ arty liter: ‘e >in thei ( Ss Some are sddling 
heartening prospect is that at the present rate, all concerned would by years of non-productive in- the first world war. bridges to the New World will be- destroy all party literature now in the IT * mes. Some are peddling 
. P , } ran Thi + 8 ik gis. : eA oF f ‘ir st ar m, some are just dumping it. 
die of old age before the work was half done. vestments of the whole continent Nazi Germany doubtlessly plans burned. A_ totalitarian Europe their stuff around town, some are just dumping 1 
But, anyway, a bomb that fell near South Dorking dug a in military armament. by the col- to make Europe self-sufficient in can offer the New World in ex- * * * 
hole six feet across among the cabbages. lapse of normal production pees the distant future through total change for food stuffs and raw LIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN has finally been officially 
ee a number of years. disindustrialization of a number’ materials only industrial goods, dropped from the Board of the American Civil Liberties Union ¢ 
Il Duce Has to Since he will have to assui of European countries, the whole produced under’ conditions of by a majority vote of the ACLU National Committee. She was 
NS > assure Ree fe . ! : : st . 
Q Bellow Before He Raves, Too Gerinians's ptedeedinanes he sent European demand for grain, the- virtual slavery. And America removed on two charges. One held that she was disqualified for 
c < > age s atics , " ei j ~ ‘ ° ' ° . . 
E cannot pretend that Signor Mussolini improves with age all settbenditinn yy on ; oretically, could be produced on cannot accept such goodd, first, further membership by supporting a dictatorship, the other re- 
: 24 z a 2S a conc red, ot 2s : . _— : us ned . . Ca : ee ve , , . 
and a sweatier intimacy with the brigands of the North. “unified” Europe Hitler must that continent. But for purely because her own territory is ferred to an attack made in the Daily Worker on the ACLU. 
© whe re a dite od be fact cial ae + bees ee Se a ee ae ‘ 2 technical reasons also such a goal heavily industrialized already and ; Ini . i spe its f ; defending Commu- 
Once when he yearned to do a neat job in burglary, he straightway disindustrialize not only South- ig ig Sg eae Se ene one But the Union continues to spend its funds defending Com 
got his jimmy and tools together, went forth to the neighbor’s eastern Europe but also Belgium could only be realized in the second, because European dump- nists, alihough it refused to excite itself over the cases of 
se ¢ j he breakine and entering wi Pussine it A ria rather far future even if Hitler’s ing must ‘stroy the srican _— 4 » Sue co Pp eo ; ions 
house and did the breaking and entering without fussing about it. and, above all, France. It is much. cc, y4:; ae ede ae i ust destroy the American Fred Beals and Joe Zack. In view of recent revelations of 
But now it appears that he, too, must perform first in pretense more difficult to restrain indus assumption, that 200 million Eu- standard of living. German-Communist cooperation in France, the Trotsky assas- 
and play-acting. The revelations of wherewith his press teems trial nations than agrarian cou ropeans can be driven ack to Such a conflict of objectives can sination by the G.P.U. and the C.P.’s anti-defense activity 
4 about the terrible character of the Greeks, their intolerable tyranny, tries ‘Pustherens en t} re ca al feudal conditions without notice- only end in two possible ways: here. the ACLU’s defense of Communists is an indirect bolster- 
. : s % > tad us ’ ae > able resistance =) ( rove ¢ thar Bar » nae r soik nai . » ° a 
oe designs and depraved minds are too suggestive of tion capacity of Germany has . “4 ‘iat . mane } k a st er wo gs ‘elds. ha we — ing of espionage activity. 
slavish imitation eas ak ae be e juscined. uring the firs or America ylelds o Kkuropes * , 
ay ng cag ,; the iniquit L-thi swollen so immensely during the years after the end of Hitler's dictate. There can be no third . . 
It was thus that we learned of the iniquitous blood-thirsty hectic period of war preparations a os Europ vill apres Kes Sie area) ere ee eae HICH remi us that Fred Beal, startled by the fact that 47 
‘soche * - . >] > 7 > > > ss . * : war kurope \ | 1 ¢ case . solution unless s 1e0Nne nve q ss ‘ . . 
Czechs, of the fierce man-eating Belgians, of the wild and dangerous that the German industrial wi Pee 1 As : W - 2 i re ylut i omeor invent wai eenit 64 soners released from North Carolina’s jails 
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arbitrary powers now exercised by the Hitlers and the Musso- ° j ad Nazi propaganda center by Guy Endore, Sam Ornitz and Herbert 
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Defense 


MERICA’S five-year defense plan, almost certain of 
passage by Congress, encompasses the socialization of 
industry, according to analyses by Wall Street powers. 
Although Congress and the nation are now in the midst 
of furious debate over the conscription of manpower, this is 
not the vital issue of the American defense program. At 
the core of this debate—hidden from public view to a large 
extent—is an issue which goes much more deeply into the 


conflict between democratic liberty and authoritarian 
oligarchy. The issue is whether the defense effort is to be 
strictly democratic or strictly capitalistic — whether the 


United States is to take the same courageous action toward 


public ownership of the defense plants. 


Some hint of the serious nature of this side of the defense 
debate crept into the Senate last week as anti-conscription- 
ists, led by Sen&tor Burton K. Wheeler, pounded away at the 
-peace-time conscription principle. Warning was uttered by 
Nebraska’s great liberal, George W. Norris, that if lives are 
to be conscripted the anti-conscription forces will go the 
limit for conscription of capital and plant structure. Such 
a threat is the greatest possible deterrent to capital support 
Already, capital is 
-frightened. Private business advices from Washington in- 
dicate that America is closer to pub!ic ownership of essential 


for the entire conscription program. 


industries than is generally realized. 


HE issue comes to a head in the final defense tax bill. 
This bill contains the dual principle of levying excess 
profits taxes and a plan for amortizing plant expansions, to 
- take care of defense production, within five years. In other 
“words, a company invests five million dollars to expand pro- 
duction. The investment is guaranteed by the government 
and the company is permitted to cover its five million dollars 
with profits within five years. The public, of course, which 
pays for the production—and the profits—thereby pays for 


the cost of the plant expansion. 


On the basis of this, the liberals of Congress are now 
coming around to the belief that the plants which are amor- 
tized on this five-year plan should in reality belong to the 
people who put up the money—that is, the public. This 
means that a company which now invests five million dollars 
to take care of expanded production, for the purpose of de- 
fense, would get its money back but would not own the ex- 


Big Business Fears Defense Tax Bill 
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As Wedge Towards Gov’t Ownership 


ity. 


dustries within five years. 


panded plant in the end. The expansion would belong to the 


public. 


Invasion 


OME of our friends who whimsically want 

us to “keep out of war” by burying our 
heads in the sand have crocheted a comforting 
theory about the impossibility of invading the 
United States. Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, 
Greece, China and Rome were invaded, all the 
nations of modern Europe have been invaded 
countless times. But the United States, born 
under a lucky star with a rabbit’s foot in one 
of the eagle’s claws, is safe, and may go on 
dreaming of sweetness and light. 

We have here, of course, a fatuous notion 
that may well become the prelude to disaster if 
it is thrust deeply enough into public con- 
sciousness. 

The magic talisman that protects the United 
States, according to this theory, is water and 
distance. Yet England in the 18th century had 
little difficulty landing armies on American 
shores despite the opposition of formidable 
French fleets. And despite hostile fleets, as good 
as any in their day, England was able to main- 


Industry and capital are now opposing this measure, and 
men like Senator Burke of Nebraska, leading proponent of 
the conscription of manpower, represent the opponents. But and even Wall Street 
the amazing part of the story is that the proponents of, the 
conscription of capital in this manner are now in the major- 


The entire membership of Congress is eager to adjourn 
by Oct. 1, and the defense tax bill is due for final adoption by 
Sept. 15, at the latest. This means the rush act, a minimum 
of debate, and acceptance of the system already in the terms 
of a bill. The bill means public ownership of essential in- 


Threatens Western Democracy 


tain communications across the Atlantic. Again 
in 1812 England conducted landing operations, 
and burned Washington. Yet that was before 
the days of steam and motor ships, before the 
era of the airplane and submarine, before the 
days when first-class powers like Germany, 
Japan and Russia were vast workshops and 
arsenals. 
+ * 2% 

T has been done once. It can be done again, 

especially if the people of the country rely 
upon any agency other than their own energy 
to save them. Perhaps invasion today would 
not take the same crude form it once took. But 
with the aid of modern techniques’and grand 
strategy invasion of the United States is a 
lively and relatively immediate possibility, Be- 
fore inquiring into the real possibilities, however, 
let us scan the theory of those who would have 
us keep out of war by blinding ourselves to the 
cold facts. The theory goes as follows: 

“Hitler has yet to conquer the British Isles; 
the passage of each hour makes his victory less 
likely. Should he win, no military expert thinks 
he will get the British fleet if there is a fleet 
to get. But if he should get any of it, the prob- 
lem of learning to man it, according to naval 
experts, would take almost two years. Part of 
his own comparatively small navy is designed 
for the short distances of the North Sea. Italy’s 
fleet is a menace only in the Mediterranean. 

“Assuming that Hitler could, in the course 
of years, provide himself with a sizeable blue 
water fleet, he would then face the problem of 
getting himself naval and air bases in the 
Western Hemisphere and of protecting his lines 


which remain valid in spite of vague talk about 
the ‘grave danger of invasion.’ They should be 
pasted in the hats of all Americans susceptible 
to sudden rushes of the blood to the head. They 
cannot be shrugged off by unscrupulous inter- 
ventionists who imply that a murderous ma- 
rauder baffled by the English Channel would 
find the Atlantic Ocean a duck pond. 

“Yet this is only half the story, Assuming 
Hitler wins, before he could undertake military 
conquests in the West, he would have to settle 
many accounts in Europe. He would have to 
police millions of rebellious Europeans; he 
would have to work out his destiny in the East 
—the Balkans, the Near East and Joseph 
Stalin; he would have to bury his dead, over- 
come starvation and pestilence, sell his war- 
weary people a distant war. The notion that 
Hitler can defeat England and carry out the 
political, physical and military prerequisites 
for conquest in the Western Hemisphere quickly 
enough to make his invasion of the U. S. ‘im- 
minent’ is part of the interventionist war of 
nerves.” 

T is, in the first place, by no means certain 

that Hitler is baffled by the English Chan- 
nel, nor do the “rebellious” Europeans seem to 
be giving the Gestapo much trouble. German 
bombers commute on the hour to all points in 
England, and are unquestionably causing much 
damage. But most of this theory is bound to 
seem plausible to wishful thinkers. Its weak- 
ness (it ignores political and economic real- 
ities) is not evident to most persons. 

Invasion to the literal-minded public is apt 


lean is the real lesson of the war so far as America is 
concerned. If this analysis of the situation is correct— 
admits it is correct—the war and 
America’s defense imply a change of system to public owner- 
ship, and by democratic methods. If this analysis is correct, 
it implies that some socialization of the nation may be under 
way and through democratic methods. 

But according to these same Wall Street advices, the issue 
will certainly creep into the campaign. 
down to the essential facts is: “Who will own the expanded 
industrial plant—the government or private industry ?” 

As placed before the people by the opposing candidates 
and their parties, one side will argue that what is contem- 
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Only the sword can meet the mailed fist. 


Axis Economic, Political Invasion of U.S. 


The issue, boiled 


nation. 


blessings. 





the plants. 
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plated is confiscation. This is expected to be the argument 
of Candidate Willkie. The other side, represented by Roose- 
velt and the spokesmen for the New Deal, are prepared to 
argue that since the people advance the funds for plant ex- 
pansion (through taxation) the people have a mortgage on 
Both sides know that the private owners of the 
plants will never be able to pay off that mortgage. 
% ae 


HE War Department itself, headed by the Republican 

Henry Stimson, has caught the fever. According to Wall 
Street reports, this Republican-headed War Department has 
drafted a bill, to be presented as soon as conscription is 
adopted, fixing a moratorium on all debts for those called 
into active service. It will apply to installment sales, home 
mortgages, and rents not in excess of $80 a month. Since 
this bill will soften the b!ow of conscription for thousands of 
families (read votes) the financial district has no hope of 
defeating it. 

But the most important. move toward a really democratic 
defense plan is already taking shape in departmental orders. 
Right this day, the WPA is assigning men and women to big 
industrial plants for training in the work of plant expansion. 
These men and women receive the WPA wages only for the 
period of training. After the training is) complete, they will 
receive the standard pay of the industry. Already, some 
75,000 men are so assigned; already, some 5,000 have gone 
on regular industrial pay rolls, and by October, it is under- 
stood that sonie 250,000 men and women now on WPA, will 
be molded in this way back into the industrial plant of the 


There has been a tendency among some sincere liberals— 
such men as Senator Norris for example—to deplore con- 
scription of manpower as the opening wedge of dictatorship. 
If these men are right, then indeed we may fear for the 
future. But if democracy works to the extent now feared 
by Wall Street, then conscription is surely not without its 


The clearest indication of the importance of this trend, 
even in a conservative Congress, is the fact that the Hitler 
Government’s propaganda service in the United States. is 
attacking the tax bill in its present form. It is well under- 
stood in Berlin that if conscription of capital is undertaken 
by democratic methods it cannot be accomplished by totali- 
tarian methods. Hence the increasing emphasis by Nazi Ger- 
many’s economic spokesmen, such as Walter Funk, on the 


German methods of conscripting industry and capital. 


be impossible. They may be forever impossible. 

What, then, is the prospect? 

If Hitler defeats England—and he stands at 
least a fifty-fifty chance—the United States will 
be confronted by an explosive political fact: 
that it exists in a totalitarian world. It will 
either have to join this world, reorganizing it- 
self painfully in order to do so, or it will have 
to prepare its political, economic and social 
institutions for mortal struggle against the 
dictatorial entente. 

Wherein the writer quoted errs initially— 
and perhaps purposely—is in supposing that it 
is all merely a question of Hitler, when what 
we ‘see in action is a cooperative entente con- 
sisting thus far of Germany, Italy, Russia, 
Spain and Japan and likely to include—if 
Hitler beats England—Scandinavia, Holland, 
Belgium, France, Switzerland, Turkey and all 
the Balkans. 

Such is the political combination the United 
States will have to face, and not Hitler alone. 
This political combination, its most active mem- 
bers being to date Germany, Italy and Japan, 
will see spread before them in the western 
hemisphere the richest loot of all. Nothing in 
Europe, Africa or Asia compares with it, and 
the struggle for control of Europe itself is 
merely a struggle for the keys to the outside 
world—Africa, Asia, South America, North 
America. 

* ik * 
UT before the United States is confronted 
with the political fact of living in a total- 
itarian world it will, immediately after the 
collapse of England, be confronted by an even 


By Ferdinand Lundberg 


controls. The British empire is the key arch of 

the international financial and economic struct- 

ure, and once this arch is broken the whole 
(Continued on Page Seven) 


‘a Defense Time- Table— 
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i bnew U. S. has on hand today: a one-ocean 

navy of 399 warships; 5,500 planes, 900 
more being produced monthly; 500 tanks, 
with 3 light tanks being assembled daily; 
52,000 high-powered Garand rifles, with 250 
coming every day; arms and equipment for 
300,000 men. 

On the preduction time-table there is a 
step-up of Garand rifles to 500 daily by Octo- 
ber 1940; 1,000 new warplanes monthly are 
to come out by November of this year, to be 
increased to a 1,500 figure in January of 1941. 
By that date, too, 6 new light tanks will be 
trundled out every day, and by July 1941 we 
will have 1,000 Garand’s daily and a total of 
1,500 tanks. Arms and equipment produc- 
tion will be sufficient by August 1941 for 
1,000,000 men. 

With the rapid passing of each month, 
there comes an intensification of pace. 500 
anti-aircraft guns by January 1942; 25,000 
warplanes in July; 200 new “heavy” 70-ton 
tanks in January 1943, and 50,000 warplanes 
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would have to sink the U. S. 
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It Can Explode Here 


of communication to these bases. 
Fleet, cripple its 
i coast defenses and destroy its air force, land an 
_ expeditionary force and wipe 
army. These are indestructible military truths 


out the U. S. operations into even 


to mean landing parties at Coney Island, German 
destroyers off the Battery, and invasion in the 
sense under discussion here does not take such 
passing consideration. 
Such operations would, for a long time to come, 


Finally he 


Novelists’ ‘Defeatism’ Mirrored 


War Culture 


(Concluded from last issue) 

HILE the failure of our liberal critics and social philosophers to grasp the 

essence of present-day events and to define boldly and lucidly their attitude 
towards war is inexcusable, the problem of our novelists in relation to war 
is more complex, even though no less disastrous. 

In his much-discussed essay on “Post-war Writers and Pre-war Readers,” 
Archibald MacLeish declared that the war novels of writers like John Dos 
Passos, Ernest Hemingway, Charles Yale Harrison, E. E. Cummings, Thomas 
Boyd, Richard Aldington—some of our outstanding contemporary novelists 
were “not only books written against the hatefulness and cruelty and filthiness 
of war.” They were also “books filled with passionate contempt for the state- 
ments of conviction, of purpose and of belief on which the war of 1914-1918 
was fought. And they left behind them in many minds the conclusion that 
not only the war and war issues but all issues, all moral issues, were false 
were fraudulent—were intended to deceive.” 

“If,” continues Mr. MacLeish, “the young generation in America is distrust- 
ful of all words, distrustful of all moral judgments of better and worse, then 
it is incapable of using the only weapon with which fascism can be fought 
the moral conviction that fascism is evil and that a free society of free men 
is worth fighting for.” 

Without attempting to “judge these writers” Archibald MacLeish in 
that they must face the fact that the books they wrote in the years just after 
the war have done more to disarm democracy in the face of fascism than 
any other single influence. He suggests that “perhaps the luxury of complete 
confession, the uttermost despair, the farthest doubt should be denied themselves 
by writers living in any but the most orderly and settled times.” 
hat writers have 


we 





One may question, of course, Mr. MacLeish’s assertion 
such a great power to govern the course of history. Charles Yale Harrison 
recently suggested that the possession of a Thomas Mann or an Erich Maria 
Remarque by Germany did not change the course of events there. True enough. 
But one must not forget that the Wille zur Macht—all, incidentally, that was 
retained of Nietzsche’s great ideas in Germany—has for decad instilled 
into the blood and soul of every German. From Lamprecht to Bismarck, from 
the Kaiser to Hitler, the Will to Power, Machtpolitik, Weltpolitik have guided 
the destinies and conditioned the mentality of the German people. 








HAVE no desire (nor am I capable) to dig deep in the debris German 
metaphysics to attempt an explanation of this Teutonic braggadocio, this 
egotism and naive self-love. But is it not a fact that ever the reat Fichte 
wrote pathetically in his Speeches to the German People that ‘If vou (Germans) 
perish, humanity will perish without y hope for resurrection.” Ar li 
Fichte’s disciple and heir, told the Germans that they are destined “f a 
great mission”; that they are too “great and homogenous” a race “to go along 
with other peoples.” 
For each Thomas Mann, for each Erich Maria Remarque, ther vere in 


Germany hundreds like P. de Lagarde who told the Germans in his Deutsche 


Post-War Disillusionment in America 


Schriften that they must “not be human but divine, not free but Germans.” 


Germany he said “is not a geographical or political concept but the sum total 
of all Germans who think like Germans, feel like Germans and who are 
possessed of the German will.” 

To Americans reared in the spirit of democracy such outbursts of national 
egotism are altogether incomprehensible. Who does not know that the United 
States is the most anti-militarist nation on this earth? We make sport of 
second lieutenants, and until recently a soldier was regarded as little better 
than a good-for-nothing and a general as a martinet whose primary purpose 
was to wiggle more money out of Congress for armaments so that he might 
have more ammunition with which totshoot down strikers. 

In the light of American history Archibald MacLeish is undoubtedly right 
when he chides our novelists for their light-minded words about all wars and 
moral principles—“words which have borne bitter and dangerous fruit.” He is, 
however, treading on dangerous ground when he tells our writers to “censor” 
themselves. Farthest doubt, as Edmund Wilson pointed out, and uttermost despair 
are not “luxuries” but the expression of the “bewilderment or the bitterness 
wrung from the human spirit by precisely those periods of history which are 
” What was wrong with our post-war writers 
was not that they expressed “bewilderment” and “bitterness,” certainly not 
because they failed to censor themselves, but that they functioned as moralists 
and not as artists. 


the reverse of orderly and settled. 


N artist, of course, must have a point of view; nor can he avoid being 
' He must never, however, be disstaded 
from performing the function of an artist. Watching man with the eyes of a 


subjected to the “pressure of time.” 


¢ 


sensitive friend, Gorki once wrote, or with the stern glance of a judge, sympa- 
thizing with him, laughing at him, admiring his courage, cursing his nullity— 
true literature rises above life. A great social catastrophe arouses the awe, 
ecstasy and the creativeness of the artist, but he must never be completely 
subjected to the “issues of the moment.” His sacred duty is to probe deeper 
into the meaning of life, of existence, of social catastrophes and great events, 
and not merely depict their external, superficial appearances. 

The trouble with our post-war novelists was that, inspired by influences 
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British war pilots—their stake isa 


Democratic future. 


more serious economic fact. The moment word 
comes over the wires that Hitler is master of 
the British Isles severe economic deflation will 
be the order of the day throughout the United 
States, notwithstanding all existing government 


in October 1943, with complete arms and 
equipment for 1,200,000 men. 

Down by the water 521 warships will be 
afloat in July 1943, towards the goal of a 
2-ocean navy of 701 ships by Januray 1946. 











By Leon Dennen 


alien to literature, they believed that it was not enough for them to portray 
the life of their time with accuracy and understanding; it was not enough for 
them to criticize it with a penetrating sagacity. Seized by the spirit of Messianism 
—to change the world, to improve it, to set it right—they assumed the functions 
of social philosophers and moralists and failed to integrate their experience 
into a complete image. Having convinced themselves that the particular war 
in which they participated as individuals was bad, they drew the moral 
conclusion that we must reject all wars; that civilization was nothing but 
“a vast edifice of sham, and the war, instead of its crumbling, was its fullest 
and most ultimate expression.” 

It is true that the novelist is primarily concerned with the individual, and 
war, as a collective phenomenon, completely obliterates the individual’s life 
and person. But there are other values perhaps greater ones—that are substi- 
tuted for the individual’s freedom of thought and action—values that might 
benefit humanity as a whole. 

Only the absolute moralist can afford to reject “victims” or “sacrifices” 
necessary though they may be to the building of our social structure. The 
absolute moralist would rather reject the whole structure because to him the 
rights of the individual stand higher than the rights of society. The artist, 
however, cannot operate with absolute concepts, which is the antithesis to true 
art. He must realize that not always must the life of an individual be valued 
above that of society. Nor is it true that every human being values his own 
life above all other things. For if that were so how can one explain great 
acts of heroism? How can one explain the great sacrifices wrought by men 
throughout history? : 





* * 7 
HAVE altogether Jeft out of this discussion the intellecual adherents of 

Stalinism—whose thinking is done for them by the bureaucrats of the 
Kremlin—and the motley assortment of holier-than-thou “socialists,” pacifists 
and near-pacifists who regard all wars as imperialist wars or who believe that 
all active resistance to war is evil. 

To the latter I should merely like to point out in the words of George 
Plechanov, the eminent Russian Social Democrat, that even though socialists 
are confirmed and principled advocates of peace, they have a moral right to 
resist wars of aggression. If they are Internationalists they are obligated to 
help the proletariat of other countries. Our “socialists” and pacifist-isolationists 
merely reveal the shallowness of their minds when they fail to realize that all 
things in life are conditioned by time and space and when conditions change 
there must necessarily follow a change in tactics. 

At the present period in history labor has everything to lose if the fascists 
should come out victorious. And it is only logical that labor, even more than 
capital, should struggle energetically and with all the means at its disposal 
against fascist aggression. Even Jaures, the greatest enemy of militarism of 
all times, said more than once that in a country invaded by a foreign power 
the worker is subjected to a double tyranny: the tyranny of the invader and 
the tyranny of the native capitalists. ; 
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Trouble Faces Last 


Aden: South Arabian 
Port Holds Key to India 


NEWSPAPERS have strange ways of centering world interest on 
sleepy far-off spots. Today it is the almost unknown city of Aden. 

A sultry, rainless dust spot, with two seasons—hot and very hot 
—forms what the British Empire builders refer to as a “gateway 
to the East.” This is Aden, key port on the south coast of Arabia 
at the southern end of: the Red Sea, the short water route to the 
relatively still unexploited India. Opposite Aden lies Ethiopia, 
kept in turmoil by the quick rol! of Il Duce’s tanks. Large ocean- 
going freighters churn their way past Aden laden with India’s 
cotton, Manchester’s textiles, Japan’s silk, Persian oil, German 
machinery and scores of other products vital to a power economy. 

Aden’s history goes back a long way, for it has always been a 
key point for trade between Egypt and India. The Romans tried 
unsuccessfully to capture it from its Arab chieftans. The Portugese 
attacked it twice, in 1513 and 1516. And in 1538 the Turks took 
it and held it for 100 years until the Yemen 
Arabs drove them out. In 1728, the Sultan of 
Lahej grabbed it and included it in his Sultan- 
ate, where it remained, and declined in impor- 
tance until Great Britain annexed it—the first 
of many such coups to be carried out in true 
Victorian style. 

Today Aden is threatened again. New dic- 
tators seek to ensconce themselves in this un- 
protected desert spot. Weary Italian troops, 
sniped at by guerilla Ethiopians, are set to 
cross the narrow straits. Italian planes fly 
from nearby bases dropping bombs. 

In spite of this somewhat hot and unfavorable picture, Aden, 
today a British Crown Colony, thrives and prospers. Its present 
population of over 46,000 is predominantly—not surprisingly— 
Arab.. The last census showed a minority of 252 Europeans and 
some 17,000 Somalis, Hindus, Jews, Parsees and native Christians. 
Though the main trade consists of cargo transhipments, there are 
several local industries which result in exports—such as _ salt, 
whitebait and salt shark meat . Soap is also made and sold to 
Red Sea ports, and Jews and Greeks manufacture cigarettes from 
imported Egyptian tobacco. 

This little colony lives peacefully. 
the appearance of four “battleships” and a naval “bombardment” 
of the port by British ships—in 1839. This was the result of Arab 
pirates raiding and plundering ships under British colors. For 99 
years the Aden peninsula remained a dependency of India until 
1937 when it achieved its present status as a Crown Colony. 

There are no railways in Aden, and only 32 miles of macadam- 
ized road. This, and the fact that there is not much to see except 
desert, probably accounts for the fact that there are only 367 pri- 
vate cars and 53 buses. 

Not much excitement, and not much to see—until now. 








Mussolini 


Its last exciting event was 


Trail of Plotters on Trotsky’s Life 
Leads to Hollywood Communist Group 


(This Article Was Written Before Trotzky's Death) 


his body thrown into 
under a 


found murdered, 


By M. R. PALEY 


(Paley is the pseudonym of an quicklime in a grave dug 
important American journalist.) suburban house. 

EXICO CITY. — After looking BVIOUSLY some assis 
things over on the ground, Mar- been given the gunmen by 


garet Marshall renorted from Mexico 
that the shooting at the Coyoacan 
home of Leon Trotsky several months 
ago was not a put-up job of Trotsky 
or his supporters, but a GPU project. 

What Miss Marshall did not men- 
tion in her comment in the Nation was 
that the charge that Trotsky rigged an 
attack on himself had been made not spy. 
only in candidly Stalinist publications, ( 


Two New York 


really been a Stalinist. 
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tance 


body who knéw the Trotsky 
journalists 
New York attorney were informed by 
Stalinists that Harte, who had enrolled 
with the Trotskyites as a young man 
theretofore unaffiliated politically, 
The implica- 
Stalinist 


setup. 
and a 


tion was that he had been a 


Careful investigation has failed to 
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French Tie to Soviets, Sabotage of Mid-Europe, Won War for Hitler. 
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By General Walter G. Krivitsky 


HE fate of France was not decided on the battlefield. It was determined during the years following Versailles when France failed to organize 
Central Europe; in five years of dealings with Stalin; in the maneuvers to win Mussolini; in Munich; and, finally, in Moscow on August 23, 
1939, when the Nazi-Soviet pact was signed. The Battle of France was lost during the years of peace by the politicians and generals who now 


head the vassal government in Vichy. 


A major share of responsibility for the collapse falls on the French general staff. 


This military caste was reactionary in the precise sense 


of the word. Strongly clerical, pro-royalist, with a mystic faith in the peasantry, men like Marshal Petain and General W eygand regarded the 
revolution of 1789 as an unfortunate chapter of history. 
One need but compare the products of St. Cyr with the post-Hohenzollern Reichswehr officers’ corps. The best example was General Hans 


von Seeckt, creator of the modern German army. 

Treaty restrictions limited the Reichswehr 
to 100,000 men compelled to serve for twelve 
years. General von Seeckt did not despair. He 
developed this limited force into a_ highly 
trained body of officers and technicians. At the 
same time he established close ties with indus- 
try. Although a Prussian Junker, he did not 
hesitate to do business with the Bolsheviks. 
He persuaded leading industrialists to manu- 
facture planes and artillery for the Reichswehr 
in Soviet Russia. Knowing that modern war- 
fare demanded skilled workers, he was _ not 
afraid to deal with organized Jabor in Germany. 
He sent idle officers to organize armies in China 
and South America, to broaden their experience 
by active staff work. 

The German general staff planned totalitarian 
war, that is, war as it is now being fought. 
Marshal Goering summarized the German view 
in these words: “We have learned one lesson 
from the last war; we must not lose the next.” 
That meant preparedness for war to the hilt, 
with long-range mobilization of industrial re- 
sources and manpower. The German general 
staff accepted Hitler because, whatever his 
other shortcomings, he adopted their view that 
war could not be fought with half-measures. 

But the French high command acted as 
though the Germans were getting ready for 
a tea party. They ignored the preparations for 
totalitarian war across their border, ignored both in- 
dustry and labor at home, and dreamed of the restora- 
tion of a clerical-peasant regime. They did not prepare 
for the war that was to come, because they were 
part of a dead era. 

None the less people continued to speak of the 
“superb” French officers’ corps, without stopping to 
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leading movie commissars, is now in 
Mexico under interesting circumstances. 


had N THE suburb of Tacuba on the edge 

of Mexico City, is a hacienda whose 
main building is known as the Casa 
Blanca. This building is a Stalinist 
barracks housing numerous comrades 
and considerable armament. 

Among the residents are this W. 
Colfax Miller, a Miss Katherine Burke 
(also late of Hollywood and a friend 
of Miller), Ludwig Renn (well-known 
German Stalinist writer and military 
man), and a Swedish girl called Kyze 


some- 


had 


but also in the Nation. It was made  tyrn up any proof of the allegation (phonetic spelling). Kyze was in Ma- 
there by one, Harry Block, a fellow- and one of the Stalinists responsible drid during the war, worked for a time 
traveling employee of Lombardo Tole-  foy jt has since denied making it. The the Loyalist government press bu- 


dano, Mexican Stalinist Number One. 
Block remains the regular Mexican fy) to the Stalinists, 
correspondent of the Nation. 

It is now possible to make public 
information never before printed con- 
cerning aspects of the attempted as- of this 
sassination of Trotsky which bear out 
the confessions of guilt 
ly to the Mexican police by Stalinists 
now under arrest. 

Once the plot had failed and the 
Mexican police had jailed Stalinists, 
there was little left for Moscow to lose. 
Deliberate attempts were begun by jean 
Stalinists in New York to label as their 
inside man in the Trotsky house Shel- 
don Harte, the New York Trotskyite 
who was on guard duty when the shoot- of the 
ing occurred. Harte disappeared when Miller, 
che gunmen fled. Soon after he was 


“Thermidor and Brumaire” 


OMEWHERE in the Soviet archives a dossier marked 
Leon Trotsky (Leba Bronstein) is being quietly 
filled with final clippings and made ready for the closed 
files. Perhaps in the musty secrecy of important Stalin 
data will be marked the details of Trotsky’s murder— 
details known only to the G.P.U. 

That same force which reached out to snatch Juliet, 
Poyntz, to grab Mark Rein (Abramovitch), to mangle 
Andres Nin, to abduct exiled Tzarist generals, to poison 
young Sedoff, to massacre Spanish radicals—that same 


York arm of the GPI 
made reported- 


connections. Last 
a former 


Lincoln Battalion 





Leon Trotsky, the most pathetic revolutionary figure since Danton. 


Trotsky, 
tance, world scattered bout with the inexorable Stalin. 


sectarian philosophy, his early ruthlessness, his 


methods, his pungent vituperation. 


it with the picture of a super-international police indefatigably, 


Just as “Jackson’s” 


spreading 


untii the G.P.U. 
ancient history. 
Clues already apparent reveal the thoroughness of G.P.U. 


Obviously, 
to gain a friendship with Trotsky 
as the last step of the Moscow 
Bolshevik. 


Jackson’s activity in Paris several years ago, his 
shows that this act was 





rumor was, for a time, somewhat help- 
it neces- 
sitated a wild-goose chase which dimin- 
ished the efficiency of the investigation. 
It is not at all unlikely that the source 
“disinformation” was 
A seeking’ to cover 
the tracks of the Mexican gunmen. 
American Communists have 
ular reason to hope that the investiga- 
tion of the details of the plot against 
Trotsky’s life does not go far, 
there are definite indications of Amer- 
week’s 
Leader mentioned W. Colfax Miller as 
leader of Stalinist hijinks in 
Hollywood who later became a member 
in Spain. 
who was an intimate of the 
Tuttles, Parkers, Bibermans and other 


since 
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Stalin 


force reached into Coyoacan this week to put a pickaxe into the brain of 


like so many of his late comrades in arms, lost the long dis- 
Mourning for 
Trotsky falls more to his handpicked disciples than to the many who fought in a period when 
ubiquitous dictatorial 


But his assassination chills the civilized spines of a free world—horrifies 
and with 
detailed, patient care, stalking its political enemy from the ancient Near 
East to France, to Norway, to the new world haven in a Mexican province. 
pickaxe exposed the exile’s great brain so does this 
murder reveal the calculation, the time-biding far-reaching network created 
by the Russian dictator as a superstructure in the lives of all nations. 
This personal police sysem, these scurrying mysterious Soviet agents, 
physical and political death, then being swallowed by the espio- 
nage mill which is the Comintern, will continue to cut down other victims 
takes its place among the Borgia-filled horror corridors of 


preparation. 
On Van der Dreschd’s person—seemingly in case he was shot on the spot— 


was a declaration that he had quarreled with Trotsky when the such as that of Stalin-Hitler. is sure 
5 : f : « aL » « i- av , > = 4 
ordered him to Russia to commit sabotage. He obviously came well pre- to take some more skin off the back of 
° ° a ° ° ° ° = ’ ' : Dé 
pared for a violent disagreement on the subject—with an eight inch stilleto the Borgia of the Kremlin 
i is sleeve-lining : ic i Se “ke 4 ickaxe i : ; _— . “9 oe 
in his sleeve-lining, an automatic in his pocket, and a pickaxe in his hand. As a result of the —. assas- 


efforts sination 
ordered heen 


Trials—the destruction of every Old the Stalin book. 


reau and served the GPU there. 

A talkative American Stalinist is re- 
sponsible for the statement that some 
weeks before the attempted assassina- 
tion, persons in the Casa Blanca were 
New in possession of what purported to be 
floor-plans of the Trotsky residence. 
The Casa Blanca people, says this 


partic- Stalinist, discussed candidly and_ re- 
peatedly how important for the good 
of humanity it was that Trotsky be 
killed. 


since 
Another interesting fact about the at- 
New tempted assassination is that the Amer- 
ican press carries reports that Mexican 
police are watching the west coast port 
of Manzanilla to intercept David Alfaro 
Siqueiros, famous painter and no-less 
famous Stalinist agent charged with 
having been one of the gunmen. At 
the same time, dependable persons ac- 
quainted with Siqueiros and with Luis 
Aranhel, another Mexican painter whom 
the Mexican police are allegedly hunt- 
ing in this matter, report their pres- 
ence inf New York. When the shooting 
first occurred some Mexican probing 
officials turned their backs on persons 
since apprehended and connected with 
the crime, and busied themselves heck- 
ling Diego Rivera who, according to 
these deep thinkers, was “theoretically” 
capable of complicity because he has 
had a political and personal feud with 
Trotsky for a couple of years. 
* x a 


A QUESTION widely asked is why 
Stalin should want to kill Trotsky 
Trotsky is voicing 
sah ig defenses of the Red Army’s 
ivasion of Poland and other countries; 
when ‘the Stalinist press has practically 
abandoned its attacks on Trotsky, and 
when the Cannon-led official American 
Trotskyites have worked 
back to the threshold of their original 
1928-33 position of being an outlawed 
but loyal faction of the Comintern. 
Many people are not satisfied with 
the simple explanation that Stalin likes 
his last mead of revenge. Perhaps it 
be overlooked that Trotsky 
is engaged on a life of Stalin which, 
however firmly it will defend the So- 
viet Union as a workers’ state entitled 


in principle to follow a foreign policy 


themselves 


E 


should not 


and its aftermath, Trotsky has 
compelled to delay ‘his work on 
Had he been killed, 
factional advantage 





> course, Stalin’s 


would have been even greater, 
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consider that the French alone had not won a major 
victory since the Napoleonic epoch. Instead of profiting 
from the defeat of 1870, the general staff disrupted 
France for more than a decade and brought it to the 
brink of catastrophe by its sordid part in the Dreyfus 
frameup. In 1914, France under this military leader- 
ship escaped immediate defeat only because the Russian 
advance into East Prussia compelled the Germans to 
divide their forces. 
* * * 

ROM 1919 to 1939, the general staff resisted every 

effort to modernize the French army, fought against 
mechanization and the establishment of an independent 
air force, built the Maginot Line—a vast and expensive 
concrete trench that was to be the bitterest joke of 
the war—backed royalist and fascist plots to overthrow 
the Republic, supported General Franco and tried to 
win the friendship of Mussolini in the hope of erecting 
a Latin Holy Alliance as a counterpoise to German 
National Socialism. 

Equally responsible were the politicians of the Laval- 
Flandin-Bonnet school, who squandered France’s friend- 
ships and opportunities, her allies and her potential 
resources. France emerged from the last war with the 
opportunity to reconstruct the continent according to 
any pattern it saw fit. The Treaty of Versailles had 
created Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and greater 
Rumania. These new states looked to France for guid- 
ance. They required a common economic and political 
program to enable them to prosper and grow strong. 
France, in turn, counted on them as a substitute for 
the defunct alliance with Russia. A prosperous post- 
war Europe would have been the best guarantee of 
security for France. But the prerequisite for prosperity 
was stability; therefore its own interest demanded that 


France tackle with energy and vision the problem of 
stabilizing these new European states, by sending 


engineers, business men and technical advisers and by 
forming a customs union that would make healthy 
development possible. 

The politicians and business men of France did none 
of these things. They allowed their allies to shift for 
themselves. When they ran short of money, the French 
granted loans because cash was always plentiful. They 
sent military advisers to pattern armies after the 
French model, built little Maginot Lines and sold 
artillery, but that was all. Although they expected 
Poland to be a bulwark of French security, they did 
not concern themselves with whether the textiles of 
Lodz found a market. They permitted the Germans 
to exploit the disaffection of the large Ukrainian 
minority in Poland, instead of finding and enforcing 
a workable solution of Polish-Ukrainian differences. 
As a result, Poland drifted along in a perpetual eco- 
nomic and political crisis. 

Potes, Romanians and Yugoslavs alike turned to 
blackmail when they realized that they were only the 
poor relations of France. If the French were slow to 
grant a new loan, Beck invited Marshal Goering to 
join him in a boar hunt. When a Romanian diplomat 
was coolly reteived in Paris, he traveled home via 
Berlin. With relations on this level, the French, as 
all victims of blackmail, paid plenty but got nothing 
in return. Had they sent engineers and technicians 
instead of francs, the average Frenchman would have 
realized that his world did not end on the Maginot Line. 
As it was, the French permitted Central .Europe to 
slip from their grasp into the eager hands of aggressive 
and purposeful Germans. 

Y 1954, France was confronted with some pretty 

stern facts. The country was in a state of economic 
turmoil. Corruption, which reached its epitome in the 
Stavisky case, had repercussions in the riots of Feb- 
ruary 6th, an ill-planned attempt on the part of 
old-fashioned reactionaries of royalist vintage to over- 
throw the Republic. The gulf between democratic 
France and its enemies was wider than at any time 
since the Dreyfus affair. The progressive elements— 
the Socialist Party, the trade unions and the bulk of 
the middle-class Radical Socialists—were forced to ac- 
cept the Communists as allies against fascism. 

Meanwhile Hitler was rapidly re-arming Germany. 
The French general staff knew that Hitler was pre- 
paring for war. Yet when Marshal Pilsudski, whose 
troops were poised to seize the Westerplatte and occupy 
East Prussia, proposed a preventive war against Nazi 
Germany, he was rebuffed not only by the French 
politicians but by the generals as well. The opportunity 
to check Hitler while there was time slipped by, as 
the French government and general staff hypnotized 
themselves into believing that the Nazis were arming 
to march against the Bolsheviks. 

Yet with the security of France at stake, necessity 
forced the enemies of Bolshevism to seek Soviet Russia 
as a military ally. Deputy Henri de Kerillis, an 
extreme conservative, and Pertinax, the unofficial 
spokesman of the army, joined the pro-Russian chorus. 
Laval, then Foreign Minister, took the plunge. He met 
Soviet Foreign Commissar Litvinov in Geneva in No- 
vember, 1934, and signed the preliminary draft of a 
mutual assistance pact. The following spring he went 
to Moscow, where he was welcomed with the garish 
hospitality which the Soviet capital always extends 
on such occasions. He was escorted to the ornate 
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Moscow subway, dragged from one showplace to an- 
other. From Stalin he received assurances of the 
loyalty of the French Communist Party in the event 
of war. Yet reports that came from the “escort” 
provided by the Kremlin indicated that 
not impressed by all he saw in Russia. 
* * © 

T is idle to speculate on what would have been the 

subsequent course of French politics if Laval and 
the French general staff had found legitimate reason 
to trust Stalin and count on the Soviet Union as a 
first-rate military power. Such was not the case. On 
the way back to Paris, Laval stopped in Warsaw and 
met with Marshal Goering, whom he assured that his 
visit to Moscow did not shut the door to an under- 
standing between France and Nazi Germany. 

None the less the Franco-Soviet mutual assistance 
pact was signed—by anti-Soviet French politicians who 


—— Red Cagoulards 


ITH European history 
rocketing along at a 





stratoliner pace it be- 
comes difficult to grasp 
immediately the entirely 


new concepts created by 
Germany’s totalitarianism 
as it seeps into every 
cranny of world life. It 
was this failure to see the 
real nature of the German 
dictatorship, and its or- 
ganic liaison with its red 
counterpart to the North, 
which led the French in- 
dustrial hierarchy to strike 
its “bargain” with Hitler 
—and so indirectly with 
Stalin. 

If France collapsed be- 
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cause of industrialist treason, it collapsed more rap- 
idly because it was gutted by the Goebbels directed 


“pacifist” activity of the underground French Com- 
munist Party. 

Few men are as capable, as informed, to tell the 
story of anti-French intrigue inside France, as is 
General Walter G. Krivitsky, former chief of Soviet 
Military Intelligence in western Europe. In the ac- 
companying article, written exclusively for The New 
Leader, Krivitsky tells in detail the authentic story 
of French democracy’s tragic demise. 

General Krivitsky’s book “In Stalin’s Secret Serv- 
ice” and his startling series which ran recently in 
the Saturday Evening Post, have established him as 
one of the world’s most authoritative analysts of 
Soviet espionage, military and political activity. 


Laval was_ 














knew that the Red Army was a question mark, and by. 
Russians who were maneuvering for a better deal with 
Hitler. But that was not the picture the people of 
France saw. They were led to believe that they had a 
mighty ally in the east. As this illusion grew, the 
French Communist Party became a key factor in 
France for the first time, winning a large section of 
the workers. And as the Communist Party cashed in 
on the Franco-Soviet Pact, the fascist organizations 
naturally found new recruits by parading the spectre 
of Bolshevism. 

Meanwhile, the reports reaching the French general 
staff indicated growing political and industrial chaos 
in Russia, making the value of the Red army as an 
ally more questionable than ever. On the other hand 
the appearance of an alliance was steadily strengthen- 
ing the position of the Communists in France, which 
was hardly to the taste of Marshal Petain and 
General Weygand. 

In May, 1936, Soviet Marshal Tukhachevsky, a lead- 
ing proponent of mechanized power and one of the 
few outstanding military minds of Europe, visited 
Paris. He shook the complacence of the French high 
command by expressing his opinions on the French 
army with exceptional frankness. He made clear his 
astonishment at the failure to mechanize and the 
absence of an effective air force. Openly skeptical on 
the value of the Maginot Line, he reminded the out- 
raged generals that wars were won by attack, not by 
sitting in fortified positions. The French regarded him 
as an arrogant upstart and dismissed his arguments 
as juvenile. 

When Tukhachevsky returned to Moscow he ex- 
pressed his view of the French general staff in no 
uncertain terms. “I’ve never met such a pack of old 
fools in my life,” he told his colleagues. “They haven’t 
even solved the problem of mobilization and don’t 
seem to know that in the next war it’s total mobili- 
zation or nothing.” 

ITH the formation of the Popular Front govern- 

ment in the spring of 1936, shortly after a similar 
Leftist victory in Spain, the Laval-Flandin-general staff 
faction was thrown into a s panic. “Bolshevism” 
was on the march, even if it took the form of mild 
and largely ineffectual efforts to curb the Bank of 
France, nationalize munitions and fix minimum wages. 

The Franco rebellion came opportunely in July, 1936. 
The French general staff, through its Deurieme Bureau 
(Secret Service), was advised well in advance that a 
coup was coming and that Hitler and Mussolini were 
backing it. For more than one hundred years it had 
been a military axiom that France could not tolerate 
the establishment of a hostile regime across the 
Pyrenees. Indeed it was the suggestion that a Hohen- 
zollern mount the Spanish throne that led to the war 
of 1870. 

The fact that Nazi Germany had its 
should have been decisive in 1936. 


the generals forgot the elementary premise 


tate ot 


hand in Spain 
Yet at this juncture 
of French 
They backed General 
Franco as the representative of “order.” They forced 
the government to adopt the suicidal policy of non- 
intervention. A number of high French officers, on 
leave of absence, went to Salamanca as “observers.” 
Marshal Petain watched with sympathetic interest 
the progress of his erstwhile pupil of the Moroccan 
campaigns—so much so that he surrendered the 
Pyrenees to the Axis. 
While France was losin; 


security and became politicians. 






Spain, Laval was negotiat- 











ing tg with Mussolini. He hopex t with an 
agreement th Il Duce and the s General 
Franco, he could put across a deal with Stalin 
came to the aid of L aval in June, 1937 , executing 





Marshal Tukhachevsky and the 
of the Red army. He re was 
Soviet Russia was a aq tionab! 


ng generals 
rther evidence that 
partner. M. re than 
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N.Y. State A.F.L. 
Endorses Roosevelt 


(Continued from Page Two) 
are essentially world problems 
and that labor is the* advance 
guard in the titanic struggle of 
democracy against the assaults of 
Nazi, Fascist, and Communist to- 
talitarianism. 

From President Green the con- 
vention heard a plea for the unity 
of labor as the keystone of na- 
tional unity, a point driven home 
also by Mayor LaGuardia, who 
warned that continuance of la- 
bor’s internecine strife—the con- 
flict between the A. F. of Ly and 
C.I.0.—was an obstacle that had 
to be removed as speedily as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Green reaffirmed the readi- 
ness of the American Federation 
of Labor to bring the conflict to 
a close, to resume peace negotia- 
tions with the C.I.O. “any time, 
anywhere, any place,” as soon as 
the C.1.0. indicated its willing- 
ness to do so. 

Leaving no room for doubt as 
to where labor stood on the war 
and the need of destroying the 
dictatorial regimes, the conven- 
tion pledged the support of the 
organized workers of this state 
in this great task. While express- 
ing labor’s readiness to do its 
share in this essential job, the 
convention called upon business 
and industry to make equal sacri- 
fices and warned that labor would 
not permit its enemies to take 
advantage of the emergency for 
the purpose of whittling down la- 
bor‘s newly gained rights. 

Of particular importance was 
the understanding shown by the 
delegates of the dangers of regi- 
mentation that would confront 


French-Soviet lie 
Won for Hitler 


(Continued from Page Five) 
ever there was reason to look 


to appease Hitler. 
s Franco gained ground 





fascist elements in France grew 
the French government discovered a vast anti-repub- 


lican plot of the Cagoulards, 


zation, implicating a number of important army officers 


and seriously se 1i 
caches were found i 





Orleans. The ac daendiopriny prot the evidence to expose 
the full details of the plot, together with the names 
of the leading political and military men implicated 
in it. It was prevented from prosecuting the conspira- 
tors and publicizing the facts 


general staff. 
Laval and Petain were 


Mussolini and Franco at this 
one step ahead on the road to 
Jacques Doriot, the chief of the 
of St. Dennis, conferred 
in Spain with a representative of Marshal Goering’s 
He returned to France 


and former Communist mayor 


aviation intelligence service. 
a professional traitor. 


in Spain, the outright 


ig the 


still maneuvering with 


the nation in the event of war, 


and to this end the convention de- 
clared that every possible pre- 
caution was to be taken to insure 
the necessary measure of national 
discipline and efficiency while 
avoiding excesses detrimental to 
the interests of democracy and 
labor. 

Loud applause greeted the state- 
ment by President Green that 
the nation should now begin to 
prepare for the moment when 
the end of the war and the de- 
mobilization of the country’s war 
machine, military and economic, 
would bring new problems of un- 
employment and readjustment. 

The appearance of the large 
delegation of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, fer 
the first time since the return of 
the I.L.G.W.U. to the A. F. of L., 
was an added element in the pic- 
ture of power and solidarity pre- 
sented by the convention. The 
delegation of the I.L.G.W.U. took 
a leading part in the movement 
for endorsement of President 
foosevelt and the convention’s 
well laid plans for the protection 
of labor standards. It was upon 
the initiative of the I.L.G.W.U. 
delegation that the convention 
also adopted a resolution calling 
for all possible aid to Great Brit- 
ain and her Allies, moral and ma- 
terial, short of war. 

On the question of conscription, 
the convention followed the lead 
of the executive council of the 
A. F. of L., which declared 
that while labor approved fully 
the principle of the draft, it was 
opposed to the Burke-Wadsworth 
bill and favored an ample trial of 
the voluntary enlistment system. 


for other friends and 


bolder. Early in 1938, 


by the threats of the 


time, but others were 
treason. I know that 


fascist Popular Party if 


get 
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Fun in a hated room as Loraine 
to outsmart some international gangsters during the fast moving 
action of “Foreign Correspondent,” 
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propaga) 
It is suggested in well-informed 


America, as is generally believe 


The appeal of the workers of 
Great Britain fighting to save 
their country and the world from 
Hitler domination found a warm 
response in the address of Presi- 
dent Green before the convention, 
when he said: 

“We now know that one demo- 
cratic nation in Europe is stand- 
ing immovable in defense of de- 
mocracy and democratic proce- 
dure. It occupies the front line 
as it were at the moment, and I 
shudder to think what may hap- 
pen here if England is forced to 
yield. Our hearts go out to the 
people of the British Empire, who 
are paying a tremendous price, 
making an immeasurable sacri- 
fice, standing like the Rock of 
Gibraltar in defense of those 
things that are dear ,to us. 

“We must pray each day that 
England wi!l stand and I am opti- 
mistic enough to believe that she 
will stand. I cannot believe that 
might will triumph. I am hop- 
ing and | believe that the tide 
will turn and that ultimately Eng- 





South Mexico’s 
Nazis Set to 
Aid Almazan 


(Continued from Page Three) 
possibly the German network of 
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la and espionage. 








secret military organi- circles here that Almazan_ had 
thought of being supported by the 
veneral staff. Munition U. S.. ¥ : ae oon svc ni ed 
hin Picwaliy al i Cs ! Cle¢ 
nont-Ferrand, Bordeaux and abla : ; 
His efforts to secure American 


help having failed, he may have 
turned 
most commented upon was that a 
prominent Nazi agent here, Baron 
Friedrich Karl von Schlebrugger, 
got down to Veracruz on the same 
train 
general left Mexico for Havana. 


to the Germans. A fact 


as Almazan the day the 


Almazan really intends to 
back to Mexico from Central 


| 


he can find no better support than 


} 


Fascist Guatemala and the whole 
German-controlled area in the 
South of Mexico, in the State of 


TENTS wore > ne iftly rar > Is ‘he: 7 ‘ 
VENTS were now moving swiftly toward the last Chiapas. The German finqueros 
act. I was in Paris during the Sudeten crisis, or estate-landlords of that area 
when on the surface war seemed to be a matter of can do whatever they want; they 
hours. It never occurred to the average Frenchman have radio-stations, weapons, and 


that it was possible to welch on the Czechs. But the airlines of the state, which 

Foreign Minister Georges 3onnet knew better. I extend as far as Yucatan through 

learned from several independent high French sources the whole South. are controllec 

that in the interval between Chamberlain’s flight to by a Nazi German called Oskar 
‘ . : 7 7 ’ 5 

Berchtesgaden and the Munich conference, Georges Franke. 

Bonnet cleaned up a small fortune on the Bourse by There is an insistent rumor 


cashing in on his knowledge that there would be no war. 

Premier Daladier, who was 
went to Munich as the man 
confidence of the general staff. 
the general staff he consented to sacrifice Czecho- to shoot down 
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here that the Germans have com- 
“y} 


jack lists” of anti-total- 
Mexicans, Frenchmen, 
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om they will try 





slovakia to Hitler. m4 portunity. Te? eee 
Disillusioned by Munich, the people of France counted HH Will the seditious uprising or, 

more than ever on Stalin. They heard the leaders of as we say here, the Bola, burst 

the French Communist Party harangue against the out? Nobody knows, perhaps 

appeasers, attack Chamberlain and Daladier, demand Almazin himself doesn’t know. 

that France stop Hitler with the support of the Soviet There is little doubt that a single 

Union. As Germany began its press and radio cam- word from Washington for in- 

paign against Poland, the French Communist spokes- stance: “The U. S. won't recov- 

men intensified their demands for a_ strong front nize a government resulting ae 

against aggression. civil war,” would quiet those who 
In the early summer of last year, the conclusion of think too much of the old pro- 

an ironclad military alliance between France and Russia nunciamiento days. But will this 

seemed certain. The people of France took it for word be said? 

granted. Then Stalin struck his blow by joining hands 

with Nazi Germany. On igust 23, 1939, the faith 

of the common people of France was shattered. For Rand School Campaign 

five years they had believed that Stalin was their ally. Course Begins Aug. 27 

Now he deceived them, and gave Hitler the assurance 

he required to plu the world into war. The four-week training course 
When the conflict began, the Communists were i hd puck in the coming presi- 

acting as Fifth Column propagandists for Hitler, the dential campaign, to be given un- 

general staff was still looking hopefully to Mussolini, ee ghee of the Rand 

and Geors Sonnet was still Foreign Minister. Bonnet ys Ce ree S : nd the 

was not only member of the Daladier cabinet who , . A dates Se 

thought that ing ball with Hitler was better sens¢ ph Aug 27 

than waging war. Instead of an immediate offensive ex lb fivided 

on the Western Front to relieve the Poles who were into . , devoted to the 

fighting courageously against terrible odds, came the presentation of 1s Ss, practi 1 

sitdown on the Maginot Line. For eight months the » ind actual speak 

government and general staff allowed French troops sa MICE 

to remain idle in their trenches while German loud- Amor wl will ur 

speakers and leaflets peppered them with Nazi and to members yar Geo 

Soviet anti-war propaga Ba Eli Oliver, Dorothy B 
When the Germans finally struck in force and fanca, A on I and A 

breached the defenses at Sedan, o1 a handful rallied Clac 

around Premier Reynaud in the search for new pos 

tions from which to continue the struggle. As the 

Germans pushed on, Laval, Flandin, Bonnet. Weygand Gala Reunion Sept. 7 

and Petain were not thinking of new form of re- \ , be 

sistance, but of the most effectiy apitulation. ; 
They knew that rrende Germany eant th 7 

end “4 France’s independence At the decisive hour, R 1 i , 

Churchil] posed the contin ft tl war through I ti ‘ ] 
heap ish union—the fi concrete step toward eld la enil Sep 

a democratic European union and the only remaining There will be dancit 

alternative, for France and all the oppressed peoples, 1 , and refreshmer 

to a Nazified Europe. The Fifth Column which now Admi invitation Ww 

governs France preferred Hither’: Europens NAY 
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land will be in a position to take 


everything that makes life worth 


Resolutions passed by the 


" unemployment insurance; 
state labor department; 
restoration of the prevailing 
federal anti-lynch- 


A resolution was also adopted 


State Federation 
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Movies— Theatres 


NOVEL STAGE SHOW 
AT MUSIC HALL 
Turning Radio City Music Hall 
outside in, Florence Rogge brings 
the back of the house to the front 
in her current revue “Lights and 





Shadows and Lrans} ) 
Music Hall stagedoor to the stage 
itself. 

Complete with stage doorman, 
rehearsal notices, call boy and a 
dressing room ¢ levator which car- 
ries p formet -) down on stage, 
this unusual scene enables Music 
Hall audiences to become “ tage- 
door Johnnies” without leaving 
their seats in the theater, Be hy 
the Music Hall footlights ball ler- 
inas descend on 4 specially built 
elevator car, a count erpart of the 
one they use four times daily 
backstage in the jaunt from their 
dressing rooms to the win 

Featured in this asin 

ene with the Music Hall Corps 
re Ballet is George Tapps, popu- 
lar Broadway dance star. 









“THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT" 
HEADS FILM BILL AT RKO 
With the showing of “They 
Drive By Night” with George 
Raft, Ann Sheridan, Ida Lupino 
and Humphrey Bogart and “Anne 
of Windy Poplars” with Anne 
Shirley, at the RKO Theatres in 
Manhattan, Bronx and West- 
chester, including the Palace, 
RKO inaugurates its Fall Parade 
of New Season’s Hits. Other 
productions in the ambitious ar- 
ray lined up for early presenta- 
tion at these RKO playhouses are, 
“All This and Heaven Too” with 
Bette Davis and Charles Boyer, 
and “The Boys From Syracuse” 
with Allan Jones, Martha Raye, 
Irene Hervey and Rosemary Lane. 


TRANS-LUX PROGRAMS 
Trans-Lux, Broadway and 49 
St. Newsreels—Short Subjects. 
Saturday through Tuesday, Aug. 
24-27: Comedy: “A-Plumbing We 
Will Go” (Three Stooges). Sci- 
ence: “Mechanix  Illustrated”’. 
Cartoon: “Ants In The Plants” 
Wednesday through Friday, Aug. 
28-30: Sport: “Wrestling Fol- 
lies”. Novelty: “The Threads of 
ation”. Cartoon (Disney): 
Moth and the Flame” 
Trans-Lux, Madison 
Newsreels—Short Sub; 
day through Tuesday, / 
27: March of Time: “The Dut *h 
East Indies”. N y: “Informa- 
tion Please” Gordon). Car- 

























toon (Disney): Riveter 
Wednesday through Friday, Aug, 
28-30: Noveltv: “What’s Your 
1.Q.?” Ra ravel: “The Valley” 
( Al: ask ° Spo $ ‘ 

Ice”’. C arto< 
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non-intervention 


natural wealth and the sparse in- 





r’s overpopulated and hungry 


ILGWU Labor. Pageant 
To Reopen at Garden 


in Madison Square Garden, 





I t 
Roxy Theatre. 








“The alser’s Wife” 


As played by Ginette Lederic in 


the film of that name, still hold- 
ing forth at the World Theatre. 


"RHYTHM ON THE RIVER" 
NEXT AT THE PARAMOUNT 


Although “The Great Mc- 








Ginty,” now in its second week 
at the J Paramo 
Thea to capac 
laily, tl re, because 
previou booking commitment 
will close it there 
next Tuesday. sched- 
uled for one week, “McGinty” 
went over the top for one of the 
yevest immer LVOSSE It the 


Paramount's history. 


Rhythm on the River,” with 


Binge Crosby, Mary Martin, Basil 


Rathbone, Osear Levant and 
“Wingy” Mannone, held back a 
week by the success of ‘“Me- 


Ginty,” will open at the Para- 
mount next Wednesday. 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE'S 

NEW FILM ae ROXY 


nae ng Peo; new 20th Cen- 
( bef starring 
Jack Oakie and 
nwood, i the 
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R, A, Fe s sow and Arrow 


IMPERIAL ‘42% 4205,53" 


Matinees Wednesday & Saturday 2:30 
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WILLIAM RA VICTOR 





sueoY = IRENE BORDONI 
A, AND A STELLAR CAST , fy 


“/ Music and Lyrics by 
IRVING BERLIN’ 
DB vy MORRIE RYSKIND 
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ther riotous evening. 


WINTER GARDEN 


The folks were boisterously happy.” 
—Mantls 


B’way & 650th St. — Evenings 8:38. 
Mats. Sat. and Weds. at 2:30 
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Saturday, August 24, 1940 


Music 





In Oscar Serlin’s Long Running Comedy Hit 





Howard Lindsay in a scene from “Life 
the Empire Theatre. ‘ 





Persons are apt to cry, 
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Woody Guthrie 
Comes to Ji — tt gh s 











LIGHES AND SHADOWS a 

, pe lar, diverting new re- 

vue Ssinphony Orchestra un- 

ry lirection of Erno Rape 
-. 


There Is Still Dancing! 


while watching, last week, a signi- 
ficant new step in the interpreta- 
tion of the Orient to America. 
Ruth St. Denis and La Meri pre- 
sented, at the 92nd St. Y.M.H.A., 
a series of’oriental dances. This 
ounds like nothing of special im- 
port: Miss St. Denis’ role in the 
dance world has long been estab- 
lished, and I am one of the less 
adulant of her admirer. Strangely, 
the occasion proved truly mo- 


mentous 


for La Meri and 
t have joined forces 

what we may roughly call the 
union of wisdom and spontaneity, 























cient and art. Ruth St. Denis, 
though sometimes roguish, has 
always en original; through 
nearing sixty, she still is a gush- 
ing girl. With the charm, as well 
) he naiveté, such a girl can 
| ive 

Ruth St, Denis calls her orien- 
tal dances romantic, which means 
she does them as she pleases. 
Since t are never quite the 
cua can never improve. 
She y iave her good days, and 
her oil days, but no steady growth. 
Her “Peace ” today is as flam- 
boyar venty j Sgo; Ger 
B Gold & s delight- 
lia Meri, wisely and richly, has 
f t east— 
time he re- 
ome out not 
Vi il] rom her (however 
I ning) individual whims, but 
I And being constantly 
h ne, in choreography and 
exterl echni yue, 1t Can con- 
yt} » orrte per- 
ction to inner understand- 
| soul. Having, in addition 
idy, a rich and sane 
OL Ne own, La Meri 
ntal dancing 

ition and a delight 
R St. Deni a hown that 
! hold a wide 
Many of our best- 


tay acknowledge 
| to her. The oundness of 
the work of La Meri should make 


n stronger and 


nore 1 influence in the dance. 
Incident , La Meri will soon 


oS} h series. To 
i] emind us that 
owed beneath 





nave een, and yet 

} s of the flour- 
1 man’s high 

Jos. T. Shipley. 





V4 Y an = —— 


Y OO Radio crTy 


“@ MUSIC HALL 


‘th Street & 6th Ave. 


Greer aurence 


( Pride and Prejudice 


An M-G-M Picture 
1 ed by Robert C. Leonard 
I It I by Hunt Stromberg 
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ON THE GREAT STAGE 








- 








THE FUNNIEST PICTURE= 
IN 10 YEARS! : 


Jack Oakie Charlotte Greenwood 


‘TLoveYou Again” 
WILLIAM POWELL 
MYRNA LOY 


“Young, People’? 








Rea D 
ROXY 220 
Children 


7th AVE, & 50th ST. Always 15¢ 


Shirley TEMPLE 


Arleen Whelan, Geo. Montgomery 
* ON OUR STAGE *& 
MAJOR BOWES’ 


12 Amateur Radio Stars 


GAE POSTER GIRLS 
\UL ASH & ROXY ORCHESTRA 


THE AIR-COOLED 
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THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympa- 
hetic organizations are re- 
juested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THE 
NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 
n 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
nard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrical Department, 

Mast 15th Street, New Yerk. 
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Saturday, August 24, 1940 






Exclusive Interview With 
Alexander Kerensky 
— 


France, the Nazis 


and Communists 





SDF News 


NATIONAL 
NEW leaflet will be on the press within a short time on 
“Why Social Democrats Support Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Henry Wallace for President and Vice-President” 
State and local organizations should order quantities at 


once. Local Baltimore, Maryland, 
is the first to respond with an 








approves the National Executive 


“— of ogi . : + the Committee’s endorsement of the 
Meetings, we erences anc : candidacy of Franklin D. Roose- 
< 3 at Peagpe ea : 

organization of campaign com velt and Henry Wallace and 


mittees will be arranged in many 
cities immediately following Sep- 
tember 1. 


urges all our members and friends 
to work for their election through 
the American Labor Party.’ 

The Committee also went on 
record as supporting the candi- 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


The new Vladeck Educational dates endorsed by the State Com- 
Center, a three story building mittee of the A.L.P. in the Sept. 
owned by the Jewish Socialist 17 Primary election. 

Verband, will be officially opened 


This will be 
Los Angeles 


Sept. 1. 
for 


on Sunday, 


Street Mootings 


a gala event 
Social Democrats and others who Friday, August 23 
will come from other parts of the Corner Brighton Beach and 


state. A souvenir Joined has Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, 8.30 
been published and a fine pro- p. m. Speakers: Algernon Lee. 
gram of speakers, concert, etc., Louis Epstein. ™ 

Corner Burnside and Walton 


will mark the dedication. 
* * * 


Ave., Bronx. Speakers: Sam Bo- 
NEW YORK CITY browsky, Eli Rosenblatt. . 
City Executive Committee meets Monday, August 26 
Wednesday, August 28, 8.30 p. m. Corner 208 St. and Jerome 
The City Central Committee Ave., Bronx, 8.30 p. m. Speakers: 
meets Wednesday, Sept. 4. August Claessens, Morris Bein. 
* a * 
. os Tuesday, August 27 
° Frederick Shulman speaks on Cornae i80 St. sted Gotan 
Education for Democracy” ove? Ave.. Brot 8.; 30 m. Speak : 
WEVD, Sunday, August 25, 10.15 “{V@-» Bronx, 5.30 p. m, Speakers: 
? the A. Jaffe, Mitchell Rosenblatt. 
p. m. Dr. S. Ingerman speaks oa 
on the program Sept. 1. Thursday, proses 29 
* x * Corner 4 St., and Ave. C., Man- 
The Upper West Side Branch hattan, 8.30 p. m. Speaker's :. 
meets at Hotel Riverside Plaze, August Claessens, Gertrude Gell- 
253 West 73 St., on Tuesday, man. ors 
Sept. 10. Elias Tartak will speak Friday, August 30 
on “C urrent | E vents. Corner Burnside and Walton 
Ave., Bronx, 8.30 p.m. Speakers: 
Local New Toe S.D.F. City Gertrude Gellman, Eli Rosenblatt. 
Executive Committee at its meet- Corner Coney Island and Brigh- 
ing Wednesday, Aug. 14, passed ton Beach Ave., Brooklyn, 8.30 
the following motion: “That the p. m. Speakers: August Claes- 


City Executive Committee heartily sens, Louis Epstein. 


A Laxative that 
Children Enjoy 


Ex-Lax, the chocolated laxative, has solved 
the problem for millions of mothers who 
iad the hardest time when they had to urge 
their children to take a laxative. Ex-Lax 
tastes like delicious chocolate, children enjoy 
taking it, and yet it is so effective. And it 
ts equally as good for grown-ups as well. 


Keep Regular with 


EX-LAX 


~ THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE 
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The local merchant will not try 
to ascertain where he can procure 
merchandise with the union label 
on it until his customers ask for 
the label. 


WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 
(ORGANIZED 1872) 

A Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100% Unionized 
HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 
Average Rate 10¢ Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 


Women can perform distinguished 
services for labor unions by de- 
manding the union label on every- 
thing that they buy. 





Columbia Tea Co. 


Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal. 
For further information 
apply to the Main Office 
227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
1-2432 





Telephone KEgent 


this famous 
Ask for booklet 62 


Order from your 


grocer 
Russian tea Known to millions as 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 

















UNION DIRECTORY 


ONNAZ, SINGER EMBROIDERERS, TUCKERS, STITCHERS AND PLEATERS’ 

UNION, Local 66, I.L.G.W.U., 135 W. 33rd St., PA. 6-2154-5-6. Executive Board 

meets every Thursday night in the office of the Union. Z. L. Freedman, President; 
Harry Goft, Sec’y-Treasurer. 


ORSET AND BRASSIERE WORKERS’ UNION, Local 32, LL.G.W.U., 
Ave., New York City; ALg. 46727. Abraham Snyder, Manager. 


LOTHING WORKERS OF AMERICA, New York Joint Board, 31 West 15th St., 
New York City; TOmpkins Square 6-5400, L. Hollender, J. Catalanotti, Man- 
agers; Abraham Miller, Sec’y-Treasurer. 


NTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF PULP, SULPHITE AND PAPER MILL 
WORKERS of United States and Canada, John P. Burke, President-Secretary; 
Bart Doody, Trea.wurer. 


OINT BOARD DnNESS AND WAIST MAKERS’ UNION, 232 West 40th St., New 
York City; LOngecre 5-5100. Board of Directors meets every Monday evening; 
Joint Board meets every Wednesday evening in the Council Room at 218 W. 40th 





96—5to 

















St. Julius Hochman, General Manager; Phillip Kapp, Sec’y-Treasurer. 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
VT ADIES’ GARMENT WORKERS’ UNION, 3 West 16th Street, New York City: 
WAtkins 9-6868. David Dubinsky, President. 
THE AMALGAMATED 
ADIES’ GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION, Local 10, LL.G.W.U., 60 W. 35th St.; 
WIs. 7-8011. Executive Board meets every Thursday at the office of the Union 
Harry Shapiro, Pres. ; Isadore Nagler, Mgr.-Sec’y; Louis Stolberg, Asst. Mer.; 
Max Goldenberg, Sec’y to Exec. Boad; Moe Diamond, Chairman, Exec. Board. 





ILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION, Local! 24, Cloth Hat, Cap and Millinery Workers 

International Union. Downtown office, 640 Broadway, SPring 7-4548; uptown 
office, 30 W 37th St., WIs. 7-1270. Executive Board meets every Tuesday, 8 p.m 
Manager, N. Spector; Secretary-Treas., Alex Rose; Organizers, I. H. 


Goldberg, A 
Mendelowitz, M. Goodman, Lucy Oppenheim; Chairman of Executive Board, Morris 





Rosenblatt; Secretary of Executive Board, Saul Hodos. 
ECKWEAR MAKERS’ UNION, 7 E. 15th St.; ALg. 4-7082. Joint Board meets 
once a month. Local Executive Board meets every two weeks, Mondays, 


5:30 p.m. Ed Gottesman. Secretary-Treasurer. 


NDERGARMENT AND NEGLIGEE WORKERS’ UNION, Local 62 of LL.G.W.U., 





MAX EASTMAN 
JOHN DEWEY 
BORIS SHUB 





THE NEW LEADER 


Special Features by 
EUGENE LYONS 
STEFAN ZWEIG 

DAVID BERNSTEIN 


and many other prominent journalists. 


Cites Britain’s 


Need of Ships 


Concentrating its efforts on 


arousing public opinion towards 
the need for the sale of fifty 
American destroyers to Britain, 


the Committee to Defend America 
Aiding the Allies 


statements 


by this week 


by promin- 
the 
these sales. 
Professor Charles G. Fenwick 
of Bryn Mawr College and an 
authority on international law 
contended that the Hague con- 
ventions of international law are 
no longer binding in the destroyer 
matter because Germany, by her 
invasion of neutral countries, has 
away a basis for neutrality. 
Germany’s conduct, he 


released 


ent authorities on legality 


and the need for 


Nathaniel M. Minkoff 
ILG Elects Minkoft outdated the neutrality law of 
1917 and recourse must be had 
Sec. of Dress Bd. to Congress to take account of 


swept 
declared, 


«onditions and to repeal the law. 
Admiral William H. Standley, 


chief of Naval Operations from 


Minkoff, Execu- 
- Local 22 of the 
Ladies’ Garment 


Nathaniel M., 
tive Secretary o 
International 





Workers Union, was unanimously 1933 to 1937, and Rear-Admiral 
elected to succeed Phillip Kapp as Harry Yarnell, commander-in- 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Uress- chief of the Asiatic Fleet from 
makers Joint Board, it was an- 196 to 1939, in a joint statement 
nounced this week by General T¢leased through the Aid Allies 
Manager Julius Hochman. Committee, warned of the imper- 
The selection of.Mr. Minkoff ative necessity of releasing to 
followed Mr. Kapp’s resignation Britain the over-age American 
to accept a position on the staff ‘estroyers now engaged in patrol 
of David Dubinsky, president of duty 300 miles at sea. 
the LL.G.W.U. Pointing out that England is 
The new secretary-treasurer of “dangerously short” of destroy- 


the Dressmakers Joint Board has ers, the two naval experts stated 


been associated with the ILGWU. that if we drift passively, a 
for thirty years, since the famous greater peril faces us in the loss 
cloak strike of 1910. In 1913 Mr. of Britain and her fleet to Amer- 
Minkoff was elected secretary- ican defense. 

treasurer of Cloak Finishers - In a later analysis of the cur- 
Local 9. In 1919 he was appointed rent negotiations by the United 


by the late President Schlesinger States for new naval bases, Prof. 
as director of the union’s depart- Fenwick declared that these steps 
ment of records and statistics. would have an heartening effect 
Mr. Minkoff served in this ca- upon L, atin - American nations, 
pacity until 1926 when he e- vhich, he said, need reassurance 
came Executive Secretary of country Nas the power 
Local 22, a post he has held to to make continental lidarity ef- 
date. fective, if the British Fleet 


As a should be 


Labor 


American destroyed or lost. 


Minkoff 


leader of the 
Party, Mr. 





was Latin American statesmen, he 

spokesman for the ALP As- added, would take a “realistic” 
mblymen in Albany during the view of the pronosed transfe f 
8-54 tern f the le ature. oO Un i s oye 

- - - o Great Britain return for 

C.P. Youth Banned naval bases in the Carribbean. 

The Australian Youth Council Latin Americans, he said, see in- 

was outlawed this week, by the ternational law lying prostrate, 
Commonwealth Governmer on they see neutrality violated, they 
the grounds that it was a Com- see their own future threaten d 

age'ressor. 


munist-dominate d organization. by the 








roa Oliver Changes | 
Broadcast Time | 


Bryce Oliver, WEVD's noted pro-labor news 
commentator, now broadcasts and interprets 
the news on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 
9:45 p. m. 

















CAMP 
TAMIMENT 


Tamiment, Pennsylvania 








America’s Greatest Summer Camp for Adults 
Lovely lake the 
swimming and 


Out of the heat of crowded traffic. 
Hundred boats, car 


tennis 


on 
top of a mountain. 
diving, t 


10eS, 


ennis courts, table casino, horseback riding. 


Brilliant entertainment, movies, perfect dance floor. Food 
served in high, light and airy dining hall. 








TAMIMENT’S Famous 
SPORT WEEK 


52 Trophies and Medals to Individuals and Teams 


Table Tennis Exhibition by 
SOL SCHIFF 

Four Times National 

WEDNESDAY, 


Champion 
AUGUST 28th 


SUMMER RATES: 
$32.50 per week $6.50 per day 
Extra charge for de luxe service 
For full details, se 


New York Office: 


Phone: 


nd for Folder to 
7 East 15th Street 
ALgonquin 4-3441-2 


Philadelphia: 127 North 10th Street 


Phone: Walnut 9379 


Evenings: Sherwood 1409 


MRS. BERTHA 


ire 


H. MAILLY BE? 


3 JOSEPHSON 
tor As 


ate Director 

















873 Broadway, New York City; ALg. 4-1861. S. Shore, Manager. 





STEPHAN NMEFT 
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Labor Day Edition — Next Week 


SIDNEY HOOK 


MARK STARR 








Irving B. Altman 


ALP Runs Altman 
For Congress 


Irving 


“Dynamic 
nation’s 
omists, 
staff of 
radio commentator, 
the 


and 


le 


a! 


designated 
Labor 


candidate 


Brooklyn. 
Mr. 


the 


Altman 
primaries 


Merrill, 
mittee, 
Altman 


paigner, 
will 
a strong chance 


November. 
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ne 


have 


in 


of 


and it 
car 


B. 
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Americ 
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nember 


by 
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nan, editor of 
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financial econ- 


of 


Stali 


effec 
expected 
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the 
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Axis Economic Invasion of U.S. 
Threatens Western Democracy 
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Party as its Congressional 
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election 
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in 
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. ( laessens, . Adolph foregoing It pledges 
1, Algernon Lee, Bela Low ;,..)¢ | aes. bk te tli te 
: zs itsell, | over, n¢ to divert any 
M: are hereby Mad ea : 
Tailly are REPEDY portion of fund to purposes 
appointed as a standing commit- ian. ¢) +] j 
thi : i § c other than those stated in the 
och: = sRECUMIVG RIVIN= frat paragraph hereof. 
which shall have charge “The City Offi is instructed 
* - ae : 1e y ice 1s nstructec 
of the Fund and administer it in to inquire and report t] 
4 > P t yuire ar 4 or as” 1 
accordance with the following in- lesirability of incorpor th = 
desirability ) corporat 1e 


: ; nea James Oneal Te stimonial Fi und.” 
“Upon its own initiative or An appeal is being made to 
upon recommendation by the City complete the fund of $1,000 which 
Executive or Rand School of will be sufficient to achieve the 
Social Science, > Fund Commit- — purpose of thi The follow- 
tee shall consider the desirability jing list of donors are the original 
and practicability of -publishing contributors to the Fund: 
new pamphlets or books or of re- International Ladies Gar- 
publishing such as have gone out ment Workers Union___$100.00 
of print. Each is to be considered Jewish Daily Forward 100.00 
on its own merits, with regard to New York Joint Board, 
its usefulnes » the movement, Amalgamated Clothing 
its initial cost, and its probable Workers of America 50.00 
saleability. its findings are United Hatters, Cap and 
favorable, the Committee shall Millinery Workers 25.00 
lend without interest to the Rand Joint Board Cloakmakers , 
School Press or any other pub-  LL.G.W.U. "25.00 
lishing agency approved by the New Leader i 25.00 
City Executive, such sum as it Morris Berman 25.00 
deems right, provided, however, Bertha H. Mailly . 15.00 
that the amount so lent for any Local 169, A C.W. of A. 10.00 
one project shall not exceed one- Adolph Held 10.00 
fourth of tl whole capital of Abraham Belsk : 5.00 
the Fund, and provided further Dr. §. Maggin 5.00 
that the publishing agency shall Matilda and Algernon Lee 5.00 
: ce agin pet er ee ag : oust 1e 5.00 
ari ».00 
agreed time, in no case to exceed Sarah A. Ginsburg oe 3.00 "a 
one year. Samuel Schwartz _______ 1.00 
“The Fund Committee shall Collected by Lena Mor- 
keep the City Exeeutive informed row Lewis from friends 
of its actions and_ shall make throughout the country. 22.00 
] ; ly reports. Collect t B t 23.00 
oP ail - ( Zal Ol of P “- - 
Fund Commi Algernon Lec $459.50 
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for our veteran comrade, James 2"4 Adolph Held me > hereby de- 
Oneal, shall constitute a perma- signated as acting airman 
nent revolving fund, to be known orized 
as the “James Oneal Testimonial 2 “ys NOW 
Fund,” which shall be used ex- pank account, 
clusively to finance the publica- Sit turcner 
tion of pamphlets and_ books GER Woe 
deemed serviceable to the Social 


Democratic 
“August 


Hel 


tee 
mitt 


of 
ee, 


and Bertha H. 


structions 


(Continued from Page Four) 
tructure will fall. Repercussions in the United 
tates will be almost instantaneous. 
rhe ( and bond markets will fall, com- 
nodit narkets will follow, and in their wake 
iil goa ain of price declines reaching into 
F yrner < Ame ca life. It would be 
t be sure e war ended with a 
VOT 1 pe hat eserved national rights 
ind privileges all around, but with the totali- 
tarians there can be no negotiated peace. Hitler 
and his allies utilize peace treaties mérely as 
steps to further a izement, as their at- 
titude TY bmissive French govern- 
en aem trate France, aeccord- 
2 an ess j ) be completely 
diso inization and incertainty 
th he United States upon the fall of 
E be much like t early 1935 
It may be a good deal worse tnis situation 
the Axis propa la machine start operat- 
ng, with a » bringing about further in- 
ternal diso Zatio Ay pper isement of the 
dictators ve urged by the Lindberghs, 
Fords, Moone Coughlins and t numerous 
h hm and with considerable chance of suc- 
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White’ Group Union Contributions Opens Drive to 
Raise $1,000 for Oneal Publ. Fund 


At the banquet and farewell gathering recently tendered 
to og _ neal by the Social Democratic Federation of New 
, an announcement was made 
Oneal Testimonial 
Committee of Local New York, S.D.F., at its 
on August 14, 
The City Executive Committee directs that the moneys 
which have been or may hereafter be contributed as a testi- 
f esteem 


movement. 
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go 
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Where the 


News Ends 


By H. H. Broach | 


(Charles Yale Harrison's guest columnist this week is the former president 
of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, one of the most 


powerful sections of the American Federation of Labor. 


Long a profound 


student of labor problems, today Mr. Broach is prominent in the workers’ 
education movement.) 


LARENCE DARROW, the eminent criminol- 

ogist and labor attorney, once said: “The 
opposition is not now so much directed against 
the labor union as against everything it does. 
Most people are willing that workmen shall or- 
ganize, providing that they do nothing but pass 
resolutions and pay dues.” 

So today, as in Darrow’s time, an army of 
academic lawyers, acting in the name of the 
United States Government, are busy prosecuting 
so-called labor activities under the fifty-year-old 
Sherman anti-trust law. They are motivated, if 
we are to believe what we are told, solely out of 
a desire to halt “unreasonable restraints of 
trade.” In cightcen months, some 66 unions and 
228 of their officials have been criminally indicted 
as a result of this campaign. 


Yes, we know that Mr. Thurman Arnold, who . 


heads the anti-trust division of the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s oflice, has publicly stated that our national 
defense is endangered because Nazi interests con- 
trol certain patents and that collusive bidding 
still flourishes in Washington—and that conse- 
quently he requires more funds with which to 
hire still more lawyers in order to correct such 
conditions. (He now has 200 lawyers acting un- 
der his direction.) We also know that the anti- 
trust laws have been suspended for the time 
being as they affect all corporations engaged in 
defense work. 

But the war against the unions must go 
on! Our national defense can suffer, patents 
can be bottlenecked, production can be re- 
tarded, the world can be aflame, blind hatreds 
can be spreading rapidly, and the unemployed 
can rot—but the drive against the unions 
must go ahead! What stupidity! 

And the impartiality of the Attorney General’s 
office is something to make workers, liberals and 
progressives sit up and take notice. The Pullman 
Company, a confirmed violator of the anti-trust 
law, is sued in the civil courts while trade unions 
and labor leaders are criminally indicted. Holly- 
wood movie executives and others are “restrained” 
by injunction, but devoted and militant labor 
leaders like Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., are threat- 
ened with ten-year jail sentences and $50,000 
fines. 

Observe, if you will, that Mr. Van Arsdale and 
his associates are not charged with extortion, 
fraud or violence. Instead the indictments say 
that they set up “unreasonable restraints of 
trade.” Not by helping employers rig prices, 
but by “denying employment to those in another 
state.” Further, the union in question went about 
“creating .uscless labor and built a .monopoly.” 

Of course, all this depends on one’s point of 
view. Denied employment to those in other 
states? Maybe—but in those states many fac- 
tories are non-union, wages paid in them are 
substandard. Useless ‘labor? Perhaps—if by 
this you mean providing work opportunities for 
thousands of unemployed union workers. Monop- 
oly? Well, this particular local organized 10,000 
workers in six years... . 

Perhaps the most shameful action of Mr. 
Arnold was to rush in and indict Local 3 while 
it was being sued by the electrical manufactur- 
ers’ trust for “damages” running up to $1,300,000. 
Thus the United States Government joins hands 
with the labor-baiter Walter Gordon Merritt and 
his poverty-stricken clients, the General Electric 
Gompany and Westinghouse. Both Mr. Arnold 
and Mr. Merritt charge the union with the same 
offense—“restraint of trade.” A fine show of 
impartiality ! 


S THERE any wonder that intelligent observers 

say that the anti-trust crusade is rotten to the 
core? Does it not absolutely contradict what 
President Roosevelt said in 1934 in his book, 
On Our Way: 

“The so-called anti-trust laws were intended to 
prevent the creation of monopolies and to forbid 
unreasonable profits to those monopolies... But 
these laws were never intended to encourage the 
kind of unfair competition that results in long 
hours, starvation wages and overproduction.”— 
Pe C4. 

But Jet a labor union take the President’s 
words seriously, let it try to discourage such com- 
petition across state lines—and it is immediately 
indicted in the Federal criminal courts. Let. it 
try to prevent itself’ from being destroyed by 
“starvation wages and overproduction’’—and sure 
enough its officers are faced with jail sentences 
and heavy fines. It seems that it is a crime to 
take the President at his word. 

In the recent decision in the Apex case before 


the U. S. Supreme Court it was held that the 
anti-trust laws apply to unions “to some extent 
and in some circumstances.” But that court has 
ruled since 1908 that labor is subject to such 
laws—has ruled against labor despite all that 
Congress has said and done. 

Let’s not fool ourselves. Hasn’t the march of 
labor almost invariably been retarded by the 
courts? Every student of labor knows that. But 
what about the liberals now on the Supreme Court 
bench? Well, what about it? What can labor 
expect from our courts when Mr. Frankfurter, 
before his appointment to the Supreme Court, 
condemns the use of the anti-trust laws against 
labor and then reverses himself after his appoint- 
ment. 

Thurman Arnold and Robert Jackson—both 
sterling “liberals’—declared that the anti- 
trust laws were being perverted when applied 
to labor. Mr. Jackson said it in a speech. 
Mr. Arnold approved that speech in his book, 
The Folklore of Capitalism. But, of course, 
that was before they were on the public pay- 
roll. 

Yet despite ali the legalistic twaddle and hocus- 
pocus, in spite of all the twisting and turning, you 
cannot put a labor union into a legalistic strait- 
jacket. Labor unions are humanitarian ventures 
and it is impossible to judge them fairly by the 
same standards as you judge General Motors or 
U. S. Steel. A corporation deals in trade and 
commerce, a union protects the labor of human 
beings. One exists to make money, the other 
struggles to protect living standards, to educate 
and advance human beings. 

x a 


HARLES YALE HARRISON has asked me to 

state “just what labor should do about all 

this.” I propose to be completely frank even at 
the risk of unpopularity. . 

1. If unions are to defend democracy, then 
there must be democracy to defend. If unions 
face the danger of persecution and suppression 
—and many believe that they do—they should 
now arrange their affairs to fight, not to be kid- 
ded along until it is too late. In the final analysis, 
the only rights unions ever had, or will have, are 
those rights they were strong enough and game 
enough to win and hold, no more. 

2. Obey the law? Yes—when it is a law. 
Obey the opinions of corporation judges and law- 
yers like Thurman Arnold? Certainly not! This 
may sound unusually radical in times such as 
these. But if obedience to oppressive laws is a 
virtue, then George Washington, Benjamin Frank- 
lin and Tom Paine were all criminals. 

3. No union official or member of a 
should accept or remain in any Federal Govern- 
ment position or office as long as the anti-trust, 
anti-union indictments are in force. Such an 
official’s union should vigorously protest his hold- 
ing office in a Government that persecutes honest 


union 


lubor leade rs. 

4. Since protests to politicians have brought 
no results, trade unionists should now insist that 
a conference of heads of national and interna- 
tional unions be called by William Green. These 
should proceed to the White House and put the 
matter squarely up to the President. His appoin- 
tees and subordinates are doing the damage. He 
should stop them. It should be made clear that 
there are abundant criminal laws to prosecute 
any dishonest, corrupt or treacherous labor 
officials. 

5. If no move is made to dismiss all anti- 
trust actions against unions and their officials, 
then union leaders should proceed to meet with 
leaders of the United States Senate. If the Sen- 
ate passed a resolution condemning the anti-union 
actions and refused to appropriate further funds 
for such prosecutions—results would doubtless 
follow. 

6. If, despite all this, the President and the 
Senate should refuse to act, then every local, 
national and international labor leader should 
openly oppose this administration—despite labor’s 
existing preference for President Roosevelt. Con- 
ferences and meetings should be called in every 
village, town and city. We grant that the Presi- 
dent has done a great deal for labor. But should 
labor support him while his subordinates continuc 
to cripple and destroy unions ? 

Say what you will, our unions face the danger 
of annihilation one by one. Quite a number are 
now under the direct control of the Government. 
At present they are supervised and hog-tied by 
“consent decrees.” Tomorrow the curbs against 
them will be strengthened and extended. Should 
labor wait until it is too late? 
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Editorials 


TO MR. WILLKIE 


HE Republican candidate made a speech at Elwood last 

Saturday—a long speech, a loud one, a somewhat artful 
but not very skillful one. It just didn't click. Even the 
organized applause sounded weak and spotty. Still, it is a 
candidate's speech. One has to read it. But when it has 
been read, questions arise. For example: 

Mr. Willkie, you say you “‘believe the forces of free 
enterprise must be regulated.” Just where do you stand on 
the Securities Exchange Act? 

You say you believe in collective bargaining. Just where 
do you stand on the National Labor Relations Act? 

You say you believe in minimum standards for wages 
and maximum standards for hours. Just where do you stand 
on the Wages and Hours Act? 

You say you believe in old-age benefits. Just where do 
you stand on the Social Security Act? 

You say you believe in ‘‘the full extension of rural elec- 
trification.’’ But by whom and on what terms? Just where 
do you stand on TVA, in the broad sense of that term? 

You forgot to mention the housing situation—high rents 
and widespread shortage of dwellings fit for civilized people. 
Just where do you stand on the Federal Housing Act? 

You say you believe “the government has a responsiblity 
to equalize the lot of the farmer with that of the manu- 
facturer."’ As to how this is to be done, all you say is that 
“if this cannot be done by parity of prices other means 
must be found.”’ That is pretty vague. Do you think it can 
be done by parity of prices? If so, by what method is 
Parity to be established and maintained? If not, have you 
any particular idea as to those ‘‘other means” ? 

You say: “We must substitute for the philosophy of 
distributed scarcity the philosophy of unlimited productiv- 
ity."" That sounds nice, but what does it mean? 

You undoubtedly know that we are this year producing 
more goods and services for sale than we produced in 1929. 
Yet we have three or four times as many unemployed adults 
now as we had then. Just what do you propose doing about 
it? “Unlimited productivity’ is no answer. 

United States Steel employs only enough men to pro- 
duce as much steel as can be sold at a profit. Ford and 
General Motors employ only enough workers to turn out as 
many automobiles as can be sold at a profit. So on, all 
down the line. Production is limited by effective demand. 
How are you going to abolish that limitation? We don't 
ask for a blueprint, but you must have some more or less 
definite idea what you mean. 

Let us get down to brass tacks, Mr. Willkie. Abstract 
phrases about concrete problems, eked out by smearing the 
administration and flavored with autobiographical reminis- 
cences and nice words about the old folks at home, will 
not fill the bill. 

Please, Mr. Willkie, act like a candidate who takes his 
task seriously. Show some respect for the voters’ intelli- 
gence. If you know what you would do if you were in 
Mr. Roosevelt's place, take the people into your confidence. 
If you don’t know—well, why should the people have con- 
fidence in you? 





BULLITT WARNS U.S. 

OURACGE was shown by the administration when it per- 

mitted its most important adviser on foreign policy, 
William C. Bullitt, to speak bluntly and frankly of the 
dangers faced by American democracy: Bullitt did not 
hesitate to strike hard at the American counterparts of 
Laval, Flandin, and the Comite de Forges. 

During the past four years of his ambassadorship Bullitt 
lived close to the forces which in the past four months have 
made a mockery of Liberte, Egalite, Fraternity; he watched 
France slowly succumb to the non-military weapons so 
capably wielded by German agents and their Soviet allies 
inside France. 

Because of this, Bullitt spoke sharply to his fellow citizens 
gathered in free assemblage in Philadelphia's Independence 
Square. 

“The agents of the dictators are already here preparing 
the way for their armies,”’ Bullitt said. 

They are preparing the way in the same manner in which 
they prepared for war in France. And there are those in 
America who play the Laval game of entertaining in high- 
placed and influential industrial circles, the seething group 
of German agents for whom Westrick and Ried were only 
the fronts. 

For his frank appeal, for his support of Europe's last 
remaining democracy, isolationist Senators threw at him 
everything from treason to the bones of John Reed. These 
ten hours which shook the Senate have revealed that it still 
places a premium on mediocrity, vituperation and irrele- 
vancy. 

Bullitt warns of the need to prepare a defense of Western 
democracy, and Wheeler, with the election in mind, charges 
him with war-mongering. Bullitt speaks of sabotage in high 
places, and Rush Holt, the Fagin of the Senate, joins with 
hillbilly slander. The ambassador pleads for action in be- 
half of world freedom, and he is accused of treason. Senator 
Reed recalls that Bullitt married John Reed's widow . 
and that Reed is now buried near the Kremlin. 

Joining in the attack was Senator Clark of Idaho. It ill 
behooves him to attack the progressive ambassador until the 
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name of Senator Clark is removed from the list of speakers 
and sponsors of the Soviet’s peace mobilization in Chicago. 

But the American people have shown a fortunate dis- 
regard for the opinions of their congenital politicians. Sup- 
port of aid to England is now more widespread than it has 
been during the past eleven war months. Ambassador 
Bullitt’s fervent warning will be heeded, the Senate minority 
notwithstanding. 








TROTSKY’S DEATH 


E cannot pretend to weep any bitter tears over the death 

of Leon Trotsky. The shades of Russian workingmen 
and peasants whom in his days of glory he caused to be 
shot down rise between us and his bier. 

It was not any scruple about dictatorial rule by censor- 
ship, deception, slander, intrigue, espionage, secret assassi- 
nation, open massacre,'torture in prisons and labor camps, 
mass starvation of recalcitrant classes—not by any revulsion 
against these methods was Trotsky brought in conflict with ~ 
Stalin. He became an exile simply because in a dictatorship, 
there is room for only one dictator and because Stalin, 
equally cruel and less intellectual, was in practice the more 
cool and crafty of the two. 

The only significance of the spectacular killing at 
Coyoacan is that dictators have long memories and dread- 
fully long arms. 

Trotsky was already a defeated man. Stalin had no 
longer any reason to fear him. But he had to be killed as. 
a warning to other opponents who may be more dangerous. 
Dictators never forgive. 

And dictatorships respect no national frontier. Though 
a man flee to the ends of the earth he finds no safety if his 
existence is troublesome to them. It was Russian Bolshevism 
that introduced the practice of committing murder in foreign 
lands. Fascist Italy and German Nazism have followed the 
Russian example. Such deeds have been done in Czecho- 
slovakia, in France, in Spain, in Switzerland, now in Mexico 
—and, it is almost certain, also in the United States. 

That is worth noting, and also the fact that not in all 
cases have the victims been fugitives from the dictatorial 
country. 

The next one might well be some native American whom 
Stalin or Hitler or Mussolini regards as a danger. 


A 50-HOUR WEEK ALREADY? 

HE National Industrial Conference Board, avowedly 

acting as spokesman for ‘“‘business executives’ and 
‘industrial leaders,” calls for the establishment of a fifty-hour 
week in industries working on government contracts. They 
make this demand in ‘the name of patriotism, but we sus- 
pect that they pronounce the word as if the first syllable 
was spelled p-a-y. 

They declare that the increase from the forty hours pro- 
vided for in the Walsh-Healey Act to fifty hours a week 
would increase the productive effectiveness of the workers 
concerned by 25 per cent. That is not true. Fatigue is not 
conducive to quick, accurate, and steady work. Neither is 
resentment, even though smothered in the workers’ bosoms. 

Let the government put confidence in the working 
people and it will get a warm response. The time may come 
when lengthening of hours and tightening of belts will be 
necessary. It is not so now. With six or eight million more 
unemployed workers than there were in 1929, the United 
States produced as large a volume of marketable goods and 
srvices in 1939 as it did in that banner year. Put those 
millions to work, and output will be proportionately in- 
creased. If, when that has been done, there is real national 
need for a longer work-week, consultation with the labor 
movement will bring cheerful consent, which will be much 
more helpful than sullen submission. 


THE A.L.P. QUESTION 
T' {IE NEW LEADER having last week editorially expressed 
disapproval of a public statement made by Louis Wald- 
man in reference to the American Labor party, it is but fair 
that he should have opportunity to reply in the present 
issue. There is more to be said on the question, which is of 
such importance that it neither can nor should be ignored. 
We believe the discussion can be closed next week, at least 
for the time being. 
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To the Editor: 


Your editorial on “The A.L.P. and the Elections” 
a confusion of thought which I believe your readers are entitled to have clarified. 


To the Editor 


Waldman Charges ALP-CP Vote 
Will Embarrass Roosevelt 


From LOUIS WALDMAN 


in your issue of August 17, shows 


Your 


regret at my resignation from the American Labor Party is nothing compared to my 
regret for your inability to see the true issues involved in my resignation. 


Stripped of all verbiage your position amounts to this: 


and continue in it, regardless 


My position is that with the“( 


ticularly in New York City, the 
heart of the A.L.P., policy 
in this campaign that will streng- 
then the A.L.P will inevitably 
strengthen the Communist fifth 
column in the United States and 
whatever strengthens Commun 
ism, invites reaction and does real 
injury to the country. 

Your argument that we 
in the A.L.P despite the 
munist power and influence in the 
party is the same the Communists 
employed in advancing thei! 
united fronts. It has been used 
as the justification for the United 
Front in France to the great 


any 


WOrk 


Com- 


we must support the A.L.P. 


of the strength and position of the Communists within it. 


‘communists in control of so large a part of the A.L.P., par- 





disaster of French democracy. It 
has been used in our own country) 
to justify the League for Peace 
Democracy, the Youth Con- 
the Workers’ Alliance, the 
Lawyers Guild kindred or- 
yvanizations. All years the 
Communists have argued that the 
united fronts were justified 

defeat this, that or the other, o1 
to achieve some “noble” purpose. 


and 
gress, 
and 


these 


Now, you are perfectly willing 


to justify a united front with 
Communists; a common 


ticket with them, with their can- 


election 


didates in the best position to be 


elected or promoted to public of- 
fice. You are thus advocating 
a policy which in effect will throw 
the cloak of moral respectability 
the shoulders of the Com- 
munists, rather than, as I pro- 
that we unite to set up 
complete moral and __ political 
ostracism against them. 


over 


pose, 


Not only are you fundamentally 
wrong on this matter in principle, 
but your political judgment is 
equally wrong. You will not help 
the election of President Roose- 
velt by having the State Commit- 
tee of the A.L.P. name the Demo- 





cratic presidential electors on the 
A.L.P. ticket while at the same 
time the Communists remain on 
the A.L.P. ticket and in the or- 
ganization. Do you think for a 
moment it will do the President 
good to run on the same ticket 
in New York State with a lot of 
Communists and their fellow 
travelers? Will not the people of 
the State and the country know 
you have made the President the 
candidate of a party on which the 
treacherous, un-American, dis- 
loyal, the Communist fifth column- 
ists, are fellow candidates ? 


If your devotion to the election 
of the President is so great, why 
not vote for him on the demo- 
cratic ticket where no issue could 
be raised—and truthfully so 
that the President is running on 
the same ticket with the Com- 
munists. 


But if there is anyone who, in 
of the importance of re- 
electing President Roosevelt, is 
unwilling to vote for the Presi- 
dent on the democratic ticket, 
then there is still no need or jus- 
tification for supporting the 
A.L.P. ticket and the Communists 
upon it and within its organiza- 
tion. It is quite simple to set up 
on the ballot an independent col- 
umn under an independent name 
and emblem to give to such vot- 
ers an opportunity to cast their 
vote for Roosevelt under an in- 
dependent emblem. 

Indeed, that is what we did in 


spite 


1936 when we set up the A.L.P. 
as an independent line. We set 
it up by petition. We only need 
some 12,500 signatures with a 
minimum of 50 in each county. 
It certainly would cost less in 
money and in effort to get those 
signatures and set up an indepen- 
dent line than it will to go 
through a primary fight with the 
Communists with the certain re- 
sult that a large number of the 
Communists are bound to win and 
exercise influence and power in 
the party. 

Why is such a stand not being 
taken? Would not the candidacy 
of President Roosevelt be im- 
measurably strengthened by such 
a step which would free his can- 
didacy from the embarassment of 
the charge of running on the 
same ticket with Communists ? 

Of course, it is nonsense to 
contrast my resignation from the 
A.L.P. to a situation where bona 
fide unionists do not quit their 
trade union because there are 
Communists in it. The analogy 
between a trade union and the 
A.L.P. is a false one. A trade 
union consists of workers of all 
political opinions, united for trade 
union objectives. There is no 
such thing as a Democratic, Com- 
munist, Socialist, or Republican 
trade union as far as its trade 
union objectives are concerned. 
If the Communists seek to use a 
trade union for political purposes 
they frequently wreck it. But 
that is not the point. 


But a political party is a vol- 
untary association of likeminded 
people for the advancement of 
common political purposes. Where 
a political organization has been 
captured, or is so strongly con- 
trolled in part by the Communists 
as the A.L.P. is, there can be no 
justification for social democrats, 
progressives, or liberals or lab- 
orites to continue in such a party. 
Did not the Social Democrats 
leave the Socialist Party after a 
lifetime’s association because the 
Communist philosophy and _ its 
supporters became’ entrenched 
within it? 

In this letter I cannot discuss 
exhaustively the political strategy 
which in my opinion could be 
employed to prevent the Com- 
munists from hurting President 
Roosevelt. It is sufficient for me 
to indicate that there is a clear 
way out for members and friends 
of the A.L.P. but that you refuse 
to take it. Intelligent social demo- 
crats will approve of my position 
and not of yours. 

For 
dicated 
ecutive 


the reasons I[ have in- 
here, the National Ex- 
Committee of the Social 
Democratic Federation at_ its 
meeting on August llth, after 
endorsing President Roosevelt for 
re-election and after urging our 
members and sympathizers in all 
parts of the country to organize 
and carry on an active campaign, 
declared as follows: 

“In carrying out this recom- 
mendation our members and local 


groups are free to act..through 
such existing political parties 
and agencies in the various states 
and localities as may best serve 
the purpose, in aceordance with 
their own political conscience and 
the exigencies of the state or 
local situation.” 

The S.D.F. adopted this policy 
to afford to its members and or- 
ganizations the full opportunity 
to support President Roosevelt on 
the democratic ticket. The de- 
cision was intended to and will 
have the double effect of remov- 
ing the pious hypocricy that 
social democrats cannot work 
directly for Roosevelt and Wal- 
lace on the Democratic ticket and 
free them from having to support 
any so-called independent political 
party which has Communists iy 
large numbers, such as the A.L.P. 
in New York and the Farmer- 
Labor Party in Minnesota. 

Unpleasant and disappointing 
as is the situation in the A.L.P.— 
and no one regrets it more than 
I do—the truth must be faced 
and it must be faced now, 

It is not yet too late for all 
well-wishers and supporters of 
President toosevelt to take 
proper action to preserve every 
possible vote for him without at 
the same time embarrassing the 
President by making him a can- 
didate on a ticket with Com- 
munists. And the sooner they 
take steps in such direction, the 
more effective will be their sup- 
port of the President, 





